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With  the  majority  of  Maryville  landlords  having  their  leases  end  April  30,  students  are  struggling  to  work  out  housing  accommodations  for  the  days  of  finals  during  May. 


Leases  end  amid  finals  week 


KATIE  STEVENSON 

Community  News  Editor  I  @KatieSStevenson 

RACHEL  ADAMSON 

Campus  News  Editor  I  @Rachadamsonn 

The  University  calendar  will  go 
into  May  from  this  semester  on,  but 
the  majority  of  local  landlords  have 
their  leases  ending  April  30,  leaving 
students  scrambling  for  solutions. 

The  University  is  operating  on 
the  old  calendar  with  finals  ending 
May  3  and  commencement  May 
3-4  and  will  start  a  new  calendar  for 
2019-20  including  extended  breaks, 
pushing  finals  to  end  May  8  and 
commencement  May  8-9.  The  trend 
of  finals  going  into  the  second  week 
of  May  will  continue  throughout  the 
next  academic  calendars. 

Vice  President  of  Student 
Affairs  Matt  Baker  said  leases 
wouldn’t  exist  without  college  stu¬ 
dents  and  that  student  schedules 


should  dictate  lease  dates. 

“A  landlord  could  say  leas¬ 
es  are  May  1 5  to  May  1 5  or  May 
13  to  May  13;  it’s  an  arbitrary 
day  they  chose,”  Baker  said.  “We 
put  the  academic  calendar  up  two 
years  in  advance,  and  so  it’s  not 
like  they  couldn’t  have  known.” 

Maryville  landlord  Terina 
Sears  said  she  has  attempted  to 
talk  to  University  leaders  about 
her  concerns  with  students’  leases 
ending  during  finals  week. 

“They  (University  leaders)  said 
it  is  very  simple,  we  should  just 
change  our  lease  date  or  prorate,” 
Sears  said.  “I  explained  to  them  I 
am  happy  to  do  so  and  try  to  work 
with  the  students,  but  it  is  a  domi¬ 
no  effect,  and  there  so  many  land¬ 
lords  in  the  Maryville  area.” 

A  Shirley’s  Realty  Salesperson, 
who  wished  to  remain  anonymous, 
said  they  are  still  trying  to  deter¬ 


mine  what  to  do  about  leases  end¬ 
ing  before  finals  end  this  semester. 

“We  are  kind  of  struggling 
with  that  this  year  because  most  of 
them  (students)  need  ‘til  about  the 
4  or  the  5  (of  May),”  the  salesper¬ 
son  said.  “We  didn’t  know  all  of 
this  was  going  to  happen  last  year. 
What  would  be  better  is  if  the  Uni¬ 
versity  tried  to  wrap  everything  up 
by  May  1.” 

Senior  Kelly  Hoffmann  is 
graduating  this  semester  and  her 
lease  is  supposed  to  end  April  30, 
but  her  landlord  is  prorating  the 
lease  until  May  4. 

“Last  year,  whenever  we  real¬ 
ized  that  graduation  is  going  to  be 
May  4,  we  texted  our  landlord  and 
asked  if  we  could  stay  until  May, 
and  she  told  us  just  to  go  ahead 
and  sign  the  lease  until  April  30, 
then  we  would  figure  out  a  solu¬ 
tion  this  year,”  Hoffmann  said. 


“Then  she  said  that  if  people  who 
are  going  to  take  the  apartment 
over  after  us  were  OK  with  wait¬ 
ing  until  May  4  to  move  in,  then 
she  would  be  OK  with  us  staying.” 

Provost  Jamie  Hooyman  said 
the  new  calendar  is  created  based 
on  two  main  factors:  the  Higher 
Learning  Commission  accredita¬ 
tion  requirements  and  student  in¬ 
put.  She  said  last  year  a  group  of 
students,  faculty  and  staff  came  to¬ 
gether  to  create  the  new  calendar. 

“It  was  a  neat  process  because 
there  was  so  many  different  peo¬ 
ple  involved,  and  we  gained  a 
lot  of  input  and  a  lot  of  insight,” 
Hooyman  said.  “Of  course,  any¬ 
time  you  make  that  four-week 
Christmas  break  or  you  add  that 
fall  break  in,  it’s  going  to  make 
changes  across  the  board  because 
we  have  to  have  so  much  contact 
time  there’s  no  choice  in  that.” 


Both  the  University  and  land¬ 
lords  are  looking  to  provide  solu¬ 
tions  as  needed  for  students  caught 
in  the  middle. 

“I  am  looking  at  my  seniors 
that  don’t  have  a  choice  of  mov¬ 
ing,  and  if  there  is  somebody  more 
flexible,  I  am  signing  them  to  their 
apartment  so  I  can  prorate  their 
rent  and  not  make  them  move  out 
early,”  Sears  said. 

Baker  said  Assistant  Vice 
President  of  Residential  and  Aux¬ 
iliary  Services  Rose  Viau  is  work¬ 
ing  to  determine  the  need  from 
students  for  possible  housing  on 
campus  during  finals  week. 

“Do  we  want  to  open  a  floor,  do 
people  want  to  pay  $25  a  night  and 
bring  their  sleeping  bag  and  phone 
and  their  phone  charger  and  stay  in 
a  residence  hall  room?”  Baker  said. 
“If  there  is  a  demand  to  open  some 
spaces,  we  certainly  can.” 
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University  has  no  plans  for  additional  parking,  A5 

The  Univeristy  Police  Department  has  issued  4,856  parking  tickets  in  the  last  fiscal  year,  with  an  average  of 
1 1  parking  tickets  a  day. 


Cattlemen 
convene  at 
state  Capitol 


MAKENZI  TURLEY 

Missourian  Reporter  I  @TheMissourian 

Students  from  an  emerging 
campus  organization  visited  the 
capitol  to  explain  the  importance 
of  three  agricultural  bills  to  Mis¬ 
souri’s  senators  and  state  represen¬ 
tatives  Feb.  27. 

Four  Northwest’s  Collegiate 
Cattlemen’s  Association  officers 
attended  the  weekly  Cowboys  at 
the  Capitol  program.  The  program 
allows  members  from  the  Cattle¬ 
men’s  Association  to  voice  their 
opinions  about  problems  with¬ 
in  agriculture  to  state  legislatures. 

President  senior  Ashlynn  Lin- 
gle,  Vice  President  junior  Gar¬ 
rett  Louiselle,  Co-Public  Rela¬ 
tions  Chairman  sophomore  Abi¬ 
gail  Oelrichs  and  Co-Public  Rela¬ 
tions  Chairman  junior  Kaitlin  Ar¬ 
nold  visited  the  capitol. 

With  the  help  of  Northwest 
alumnus  Sydney  Thummel,  who 
now  works  for  the  Cattlemen’s 
Association,  and  the  connections 
that  Louiselle  had  within  the  Mis¬ 


souri  Cattlemen  Association  they 
were  able  to  attend  Cowboys  at 
the  Capitol. 

All  four  students  were  able  to 
speak  with  elected  officials  about 
the  problems  that  the  Cattlemen 
Association  has  as  a  whole. 

The  young  Cattlemen  spoke 
about  three  different  bills.  A  House 
bill  that  covers  property  rights,  an¬ 
other  House  bill  that  deals  with  in¬ 
tegrity  rights  and  Senate  Bill  391. 
According  to  trackbill.com,  Bill 
391  “modifies  provisions  relating 
to  county  health  ordinances.” 

“It  seems  like  right  now  we 
have  a  lot  of  issues  within  the  ag¬ 
riculture  and  cattle  industries  that 
need  to  be  advocated  for  to  our 
senators  and  representatives,” 
Oerlichs  said. 

“We  have  a  lot  of  bills  that  we 
are  trying  to  pass,  and  us  taking  the 
time  out  of  our  day  to  go  there  and 
talk  with  each  one  of  them  and  re¬ 
assure  them  that  we  are  here  for  a 
good  cause  really  helped.” 
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Sophomore  Alex  Palzkill  accepts  the  keys  to  her  new  moped  from  Chief  University  Police  Officer  Clarence  Green  Feb.  28,  in  the  Student  Recreation  Center. 

Grocery  Bingo  adapts  to 


Student 
Senate 
vetos  fee 
decrease 

SAMANTHA  COLLISON 

Chief  Reporter  I  @SammieCollison 

Student  Senate  voted  against 
lowering  the  co-curricular  fee, 
which  provides  its  budget,  during 
its  meeting  March  5. 

The  Student  Senate  fees  com¬ 
mittee  proposed  lowering  the  co- 
curricular  fee  from  $0.50  per  cred¬ 
it  hour  to  $0.40  per  credit  hour  dur¬ 
ing  the  Feb.  19  meeting. 

If  the  fee  was  decreased,  stu¬ 
dents  taking  1 5  credit  hours  would 
save  $1.50  per  semester. 

The  fee  change  failed  with  six 
votes  in  favor,  32  votes  against  and 
one  abstaining. 

The  fee  originally  passed  in 
fall  of  2017.  Student  Senate  had 
$30,000  left  over  from  its  2017- 
18  budget,  which  prompted  the 
fees  committee  to  propose  lower¬ 
ing  the  fee. 

With  the  leftover  budget  from 
last  year,  $15,000  was  used  to  re¬ 
carpet  and  paint  the  J.  W.  Jones 
Student  Union,  $3,356.29  to  im¬ 
prove  the  International  Flag  Plaza 
and  $300  to  furnish  the  on-campus 
prayer  and  meditation  rooms. 

Lowering  the  fee  by  $0.10 
would  have  reduced  the  Student 
Senate  budget  by  around  $15,000. 

When  lowering  the  fee  was  first 
proposed,  most  discussion  was  in 
favor.  On-Campus  Representative 
Madi  Cobb  said  that  when  she  was 
the  student  affairs  chair  last  school 
year,  she  felt  pressure  to  spend  all 
of  the  ample  budget. 

“Sometimes  I  felt  I  was  blowing 
money  just  to  spend  it,”  Cobb  said. 

FULL  STORY  ONLINE: 

NWMISSOURINEWS.COM 


JESSE  REED 

Chief  Reporter  I  @reedjesselee 

MASON  BIGLER 

Missourian  Reporter  I  @TheMissourian 

The  Student  Activities  Coun¬ 
cil  made  several  changes  to  Gro¬ 
cery  Bingo  in  order  to  accommo¬ 
date  nearly  700  participants  Feb.  28 
in  the  Student  Recreation  Center. 

Grocery  Bingo  is  an  event  where 
students  play  games  of  Bingo,  and 
the  winners  are  given  a  bag  of  gro¬ 
ceries  to  take  home,  free  of  charge. 

Freshman  and  SAC  Special 
Events  Director  Britney  Poage 


hoped  for  a  high  student  turn  out. 

“We’re  hoping  for  around  900 
students,  hopefully,  throughout  the 
pregame  and  regular  Grocery  Bin- 
go,  if  not  more,”  Poage  said. 

The  event  hosted  698  students, 
falling  short  of  SAC’s  goal. 

To  accommodate  the  large  stu¬ 
dent  attendance,  SAC  made  adjust¬ 
ments  from  last  semester’s  Gro¬ 
cery  Bingo. 

Poage  explained  the  changes 
implemented  by  SAC. 

“We’ve  added  a  whole  bunch 
of  extra  tables,  some  more  space... 
where  people  can  stand  if  we  fill  up 
the  tables,”  Poage  said.  “We  also 
moved  the  groceries  up  on  top  of 
the  track,  and  we  bought  more  than 
double  the  amount  of  groceries  this 
semester.” 

To  ensure  the  groceries  were 
distributed  to  numerous  students, 
each  game  ended  every  50  winners, 
and  winners  could  not  play  again. 

SAC  also  included  a  pregame  be¬ 
fore  the  main  event  starting  at  9  p.m. 
The  Wellness  Center  lined  a  portion 
of  the  track  with  games,  activities  and 
information  around  alcohol  aware¬ 
ness  for  students  to  engage  in. 

“The  idea  behind  adding  the 
pregame  is  basically  where  they 
[the  students]  have  a  different  al¬ 
ternative  for  going  out  drinking  or 
whatever  beforehand,”  Poage  said. 


“We  partnered  with  the  Wellness 
Center,  and  they  brought  in  little 
games  or  whatever  they  needed  to 
do  —  little  pamphlets,  you  know, 
fun  informational  stuff  against  al¬ 
cohol  prevention.” 

The  prize  pool  was  also 
changed,  expanding  from  grocer¬ 
ies  to  include  a  parking  pass  for  the 
2019-20  school  year  and  a  new  mo¬ 
ped  donated  by  the  University  Po¬ 
lice  Department. 

“It  wasn’t  something  I  really 
decided,”  Poage  said.  “It  was  just 
UPD  was  like,  ‘Hey,  do  you  think 
it’s  a  good  idea?  and  I  said,  ‘No, 
that’s  great.’” 

Clarence  Green  said  the  moped 
was  a  valuable  incentive  for  stu¬ 
dents  to  show  up. 

“We  just  brainstormed  last  year 
for  ideas  to  get  people  to  come  to 
this,”  Green  said.  “(The  Grocery 
Bingo)  is  meant  to  encourage  stu¬ 
dents  away  from  substance  use, 
you  can  come  here  and  mingle,  get 
some  sweet  prizes  and  enjoy  a  night 
on  campus.” 

Sophomore  Alex  Palzkill,  the 
winner  of  the  moped  raffle,  said  she 
was  caught  off  guard  by  the  sudden 
announcement  of  her  victory. 

“It  was  very  surprising  to  say  the 
least,”  Palzkill  said.  “It  is  very  ex¬ 
citing  and  a  little  overwhelming  be¬ 
cause  there  are  a  lot  of  things  to  con- 


growth 

sider  when  owning  a  moped.  I  end¬ 
ed  up  gifting  it  to  my  roommate  who 
does  not  have  a  car  and  needed  one 
very  badly,  so  she  was  very  grateful.” 

SAC  also  held  other  activities 
alongside  the  games  of  bingo  and 
raffles  for  the  moped  and  2019-20 
parking  pass. 

Five  students  won  a  bag  of 
groceries  through  answering  trivia 
tweets  on  the  SAC  Twitter  account 
@NW_SAC  senior  Alek  Lanter  ex¬ 
plained. 

“Just  a  little  bit  of  fun  facts 
(were)  thrown  in  there,”  Lant¬ 
er  said.  “So  nothing  that  people 
should  know,  per  say,  but  just  fun 
little  tidbits  of  information.” 

A  dance-off  also  provided  four 
students  with  a  bag  of  groceries. 

Held  between  four  students,  the 
dance-off  took  place  in  the  middle 
of  the  event.  Each  student  show¬ 
cased  their  best  dance  moves  for 
the  students  in  attendance. 

Senior  Alia  Irvin  was  one  of  the 
four  students  who  busted  a  move  in 
the  dance-off. 

“I  just  love  to  dance,  so  I  figured 
I’d  participate,”  Irvin  said.  “It  wasn’t 
bad.  Definitely  could’ve  had  a  bet¬ 
ter  song,  but  I  still  tried  my  best.” 

However,  the  main  source  of 
winners  came  from  the  games  of 
bingo. 

Several  students  filled  their 
cards  with  a  bingo  and  won  a  bag  of 
groceries,  leaving  an  overall  feeling 
of  satisfaction. 

Lanter  expressed  his  thoughts 
on  the  event. 

“I  think  it  went  really  smoothly,” 
Lanter  said.  “I  came  to  it  last  semes¬ 
ter  as  well,  and  overall,  this  was  a  lot 
more  smooth  preparation,  seems  like 
it  was  well  thought  out.  Everyone 
got  a  bag  of  groceries  it  seems  like, 
so  everyone’s  come  out  a  winner.” 
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Heartbeat  bill  goes 
to  Missouri  Senate 


JUSANI  JACKSON  I  NW  MISSOURIAN 

Professors  Kamala  Tabaor,  Daniel  Smith  and  Kim  Caesy  sit  as  panelist  during  a  debate  held  Feb.  27  debating  gun 
control,  prison  reform,  voter  turnout  and  the  death  penalty. 

Club  hosts  hot-topic  political  debate 


KENDRICK  CALFEE 

Chief  Reporter  I  @KendrickCalfee 

Northwest  students  and  facul¬ 
ty  discussed  gun  control,  prison  re¬ 
form,  voter  turnout  and  capital  pun¬ 
ishment  in  an  open  discussion  de¬ 
bate  hosted  by  Northwest’s  Crimi¬ 
nal  Justice  Club  Feb.  26. 

Leaders  of  the  CJC  presented 
questions  on  issues  and  opened  the 
floor  for  discussion  on  each.  Ap¬ 
proximately  25  students  attended, 
and  a  panel  of  faculty  from  the  po¬ 
litical  science  department  helped 
keep  talking  points  productive  and 
focused  while  encouraging  diversi¬ 
ty  of  thought  and  opinions  through¬ 
out  the  evening. 

Members  of  the  panel  in¬ 
cluded  assistant  professor  Daniel 
Smith,  associate  professor  Kim¬ 
berly  Casey,  assistant  professor 
Jessica  Gracey  and  instructor  Ka¬ 
mala  Tabor. 

The  first  question  of  the  night 
was  whether  or  not  those  pres¬ 
ent  agreed  with  Missouri’s  consti¬ 
tutional  carry  law,  which  allows 
Missouri  residents  to  conceal  and 
carry  a  firearm  without  advanced 
training,  government  background 
checks  or  a  permit. 

Many  made  comments  on  how 
the  legislation  could  affect  state 
residents. 

“I  find  it  dangerous  that  anyone 
could  get  a  gun  and  carry  it  any¬ 
where  without  being  trained,  and 


there  should  definitely  be  back¬ 
ground  checks  for  people  trying  to 
get  them,”  Northwest  Young  Dem¬ 
ocrats  Club  president  junior  Tyler 
Bears  said.  “It’s  not  the  best  idea  to 
let  just  anyone  carry  a  gun.” 

Others  said  the  bill  upholds  a 
constitutional  right  for  anyone  to 
bear  arms. 

“I  agree  with  the  bill,”  North¬ 
west  College  Republicans  presi¬ 
dent  junior  Daniel  Foose  said.  “I 
think  it  makes  our  second  amend¬ 
ment  rights  easier  to  attain  and  keep 
without  government  interference.” 

The  constitutional  carry  law 
went  into  effect  Jan.  1,  2017,  as 
Missouri  became  the  11th  state  to 
pass  the  law  at  that  time  according 
to  “GunsToCarry,”  a  concealed  car¬ 
ry  guide. 

There  are  1 5  states  that  have 
constitutional  carry  in  place,  with 
some  having  laws  of  resident-car¬ 
ry  only  or  concealed-carry  only. 
Three  states  have  a  limited  form  of 
permitless  concealed  carry. 

“I  have  no  problem  with  the 
second  amendment,  but  I  think 
people  should  know  what  they  are 
getting  themselves  into  when  they 
chose  to  have  a  gun,”  Bears  said. 

A  few  questions  later,  the  issue 
of  voter  turnout  came  into  discus¬ 
sion,  and  students  shared  their  take 
on  why  it  is  a  problem,  especially 
for  college-aged  individuals. 

Junior  and  member  of  Young 
Americans  for  Liberty  Taylor 


Moore  said  automatic  registration 
could  improve  college-aged  vot¬ 
er  turnout. 

“Some  states  are  seeing  how 
automatic  registration  is  working 
and  are  talking  about  pursuing  it,” 
Moore  said.  “It’s  not  a  bad  idea.” 

Automatic  voter  registration 
is  an  updated  version  of  a  statute 
originally  requiring  certain  states  to 
provide  citizens  the  opportunity  to 
vote  when  applying  for  or  renewing 
a  driver’s  license  under  the  Nation¬ 
al  Voter  Registration  Act  of  1993. 

Some  states  are  taking  this  fur¬ 
ther  with  automatically  registering 
individuals  to  vote,  and  giving  them 
the  ability  to  opt-out  if  they  choose. 

Others  said  voting  days  should 
be  made  national  holidays  or 
moved  to  the  weekends. 

“It  is  something  that  a  lot  of 
people  talk  about,  but  it  is  hard  to 
tell  if  those  kind  of  solutions  are 
viable,”  Smith  said.  “If  it’s  made 
a  holiday,  there  are  chances  peo¬ 
ple  will  take  it  as  a  day  off  and  not 
show  up  in  that  regard  either.” 

The  final  two  questions  brought 
speaking  points  on  morals  and  eth¬ 
ics  of  policy  within  the  criminal 
justice  system. 

Those  in  attendance  discussed 
the  death  penalty  and  if  it  is  a  via¬ 
ble  punishment  in  modern  society. 

FULL  STORY  ONLINE: 
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KENDRICK  CALFEE 

Chief  Reporter  I  @KendrickCalfee 

The  Missouri  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  advanced  one  of  the  na¬ 
tions  strongest  pro-life  bills  in  an 
afternoon  of  debate,  leading  to  what 
could  be  a  ban  of  almost  all  abor¬ 
tions  in  the  state. 

Missouri  House  legislature 
passed  House  Bill  126,  the 
“Heartbeat  Bill,”  that  would  make 
abortions  illegal  in  the  cases  of 
a  detected  heartbeat,  cases  in 
which  a  baby  has  reached  the  age 
it  can  feel  pain,  and  in  selective 
abortion  cases  of  sex,  race  or  down- 
syndrome  diagnosis.  In  addition, 
the  legislation  would  require  that 
both  parents  are  notified  before  an 
abortion  takes  place. 

The  bill  advanced  with  a  1 1 7  to 
39  full  house  vote  Feb.  27,  and  will 
head  to  the  Missouri  Senate  where 
it  will  undergo  committees  and  sug¬ 
gested  amendments,  according  to 
the  Missouri  Legislature.  If  it  pass¬ 
es  the  Senate,  it  would  go  to  the 
governor’s  desk  for  signature  ap¬ 
proval  or  rejection. 

Rep.  Sonya  Anderson,  R-Mo., 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill  during 
debate. 

“I  am  proud  that  Missouri,  the 
Show-Me  State  is  showing  the  rest 
of  the  country  that  we  will  stick  up 
for  the  unborn,”  Anderson  said  on 
the  House  floor. 

Those  in  opposition  of  the  bill 
said  it  limits  a  woman’s  ability  to 
choose  under  Roe  v.  Wade  and  that 
not  having  language  in  the  bill  di¬ 
rected  toward  cases  of  rape,  incest 
or  similar  situations  is  dangerous. 

Rep.  Cora  Walker,  D-Mo.,  said 
she  is  terrified  of  the  bill. 

“There’s  been  no  combination 
of  such  draconian  laws  and  mea¬ 
sures,”  Walker  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  KSDK,  NBC  affiliate  of 
St.  Louis. 

Lawmakers  across  the  coun¬ 
try  are  proposing  similar  legisla¬ 
tion  limiting  abortion.  Many  states 
are  willing  to  uphold  state  laws  re¬ 
garding  abortion  that  would  be  car¬ 
ried  out  in  spite  of  the  1973  Roe  v. 
Wade  federal  ruling  establishing  a 
national  right  to  abortion. 

States  proposing  anti-abor¬ 
tion  legislation  are  including  what 
is  referred  to  as  the  “trigger  ban,” 
which  is  defined  as  exceptions  for 
abortion  only  in  the  case  of  medi¬ 
cal  emergencies. 

Trigger  bans  would  go  into  ef¬ 
fect  if  the  bill  passes  in  that  state 
and  if  the  Supreme  Court  over¬ 


turns  Roe  v.  Wade,  according  to 
The  Kansas  City  Star. 

Those  with  similar  “trigger” 
bans  on  record  are  Louisiana,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  North  Dakota  and  South 
Dakota.  Efforts  to  pass  similar 
bills  are  present  in  Florida,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Ohio,  South  Carolina  and 
Tennessee. 

Missouri  Gov.  Mike  Parson 
said  in  a  statement  that  he  agrees 
with  Missouri’s  proposed  legisla¬ 
tion  so  far. 

“I  applaud  the  bipartisan  efforts 
of  the  Missouri  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  for  choosing  to  take  a  bold 
stand  to  protect  women’s  health  and 
the  right  to  life,”  Parson  said. 

The  heartbeat  bill  makes  an 
abortion  taking  place  in  violation  of 
the  bill  provisions  a  class  B  felony. 

It  requires  a  physician  to  first 
look  for  a  heartbeat  of  the  unborn 
before  going  through  with  an  abor¬ 
tion.  If  a  fetal  heartbeat  is  noticed, 
the  physician  can  not  undergo  or  in¬ 
duce  an  abortion. 

If  there  is  no  heartbeat  detect¬ 
ed,  an  abortion  can  take  place  but 
must  be  done  within  96  hours  of  the 
fetal  heartbeat  test. 

Physicians  that  do  not  perform 
a  heartbeat  test  prior  to  inducing 
an  abortion  could  have  their  med¬ 
ical  license  rejected,  suspended  or 
revoked  and  could  have  to  pay  up 
to  a  $1,000  fine. 

Any  physician  who  performs 
an  abortion  after  a  fetal  heartbeat 
is  found  would  have  their  license 
revoked  and  any  future  license  ap¬ 
plications  denied  under  bill  pro¬ 
visions. 

Rep.  Crystal  Quade,  D-Mo., 
shared  a  personal  story  on  the  house 
floor  about  being  sexually  abused 
by  her  father  as  a  child,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Kansas  City  Star.  She 
said  provisions  discussed  would 
not  have  helped  her  if  she  became 
pregnant. 

“I  see  nowhere  in  your  bill  for 
people  like  me,”  Quade  said.  “Gen¬ 
tlemen,  what  would  I  have  done?” 

Since  the  bill  does  not  have  ex¬ 
ceptions  for  rape  or  incest,  there  is 
an  estimated  potential  $7.7  million 
loss  of  funding  for  the  state  from 
federal  Medicaid. 

This  is  due  to  it  appearing  to 
conflict  with  Medicaid  regulations 
regarding  abortion,  according  to 
The  Chicago  Tribune. 
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H)ub  Bible  Church 


101  E.  4th  (Corner  of  4th  and  Main) 


Brand  New  Church 

Sundays:  1  :30pm  For  Worship  (1 01  E.  4th,  Maryville,  MO) 
All  Northwest  Students  Are  Welcome 

pastorjimpearce@gmail.com 
maryvillehub.com 


Free  Counseling  By  Appointment  If  You  Have  Any  Need  At  All 

Call  Pastor  Jim  At  (660)  853-8759 


^  ‘  i&i  ‘  - 

First  Baptist 

C  H  U  RrC  H 

Join  Us  On  Sundays: 

9:30  a. m.  Bible  Study 
10:45  a.m.  Worship  Service 
6:30  p.m.  Evening  Bible  Study 

Joe  Ledbetter,  Pastor 

121  E.  Jenkins  St.  Maryville,  MO  64468 
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St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church 


Sundays  at  9  a.m. 
901  North  Main 


Sunday  music  provided  by 
Northwest  students 

Priest:  Sid  Breese 

SSBreese@aol.com,  or  call  816-262-4958 

Need  a  ride?  Call  Jody  215-0734 

www.saintpaulsmaryville.org 
www.facebook.com/ stpaulsmaryvillemo 


Lutheran 

Campus 
Center 
624  College  Ave. 


www.MaryvilleHopeLCC.org 
660.582.3262  *  Open  10  am— 9  pm 
Christ  Centered  *  All  are  Welcome 
Free  Dinner  &  Weekly  Bible  Studies 


In  their  15 00 -year  history, 
Benedictines  have  been  known 
for  their  hospitality,  and  the 
monks  of  Conception  Abbey 
are  no  exception.  People  of 
all  faiths  are  always  welcome 
to  join  the  monks  for  prayer. 

For  a  complete  listing  of  our 
daily  prayer  schedule,  visit 
www.conceptionabbey.org/ guests 


Hope  Lutheran  Church  f 
931  S.  Main  St. 
w^ww.MaryvilleHopeLCC.org 
All  are  Welcome>  <Christ  Centered 
Bible  Study  9  am— Worship  to  am  P* 

u  H  Lutheran 

660.582^262  Church 

Mtaouri  Synod 


fy/tthfr&tujkd  (jAaa 

Midweek  Worship 
9:00  Wednesday  Nights 

Free  dinner  6  PM  Tuesday  followed 
by  Bible  Study 

Ml  ^A/dcmi\ 

Travis  Dimmitt 
Campus  Minister 
549  W.  4th  (660-582-2211) 
(wesley@nwmissouri.edu) 
www.northwestwesley.com 

Facebook.com/northwestwesley 


Conception 

Abbey 


First  Christian  Church 

Disciples  of  Chirst 

?  WHERE  LIFE  MEETS  LOVE 
SUNDAYS: 

8  A.M  First  Service 
9  A.M.  Discipleship  Class 
1 0  A.M.  Second  Service 
201  West  Third,  Maryville 
660.582.4101 
Rev.  Craig  Kirby-Grove 
Campus  Contact:  Deena  Pynter 
660.541.1336 


Country  Side 
Christian 
IChurch 

SHOW  PEOPLE  JESUS 

Sunday  Mornings 
10  AM 

Coffee  &  Donuts  at  9:30AM 

24899  Icon  Rd,  Maryville, MO  64468 
(660)  582-8872 


WORSHIP  WITH  US 


First  United  Methodist  Church 


The  Church  at  1st  8i  Main 


www.maryvillefumc.org 


Transforming  your 
world  by 


ADVERTISE  YOUR 
CHURCH 
660.562.1635 


@NWM_AE 
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Northwest  Missourian 

OPINION 


March  7,  2019 


Landlords  need  to  communicate 


The  University’s  academic  cal¬ 
endar  is  released  two  years  in  ad¬ 
vance,  so  there  is  no  excuse  for  lo¬ 
cal  landlords  to  still  have  May  to 
May  leases  when  the  finals  week 
extends  past  May  1 . 

Starting  this  semester,  finals 
week  and  commencement  are 
scheduled  past  May  1.  Students 
asked  for  a  full  week  for  Thanks¬ 
giving  and  four  weeks  for  Win¬ 
ter  break,  and  they  got  it,  pushing 
classes  further  into  May  in  order  to 
meet  accreditation  requirements. 

Students  should  not  be  scram¬ 
bling  and  worrying  about  having  to 
move  during  finals  week  or  having 
their  lease  prorated.  When  signing  a 
lease  students  should  take  the  time 
to  read  through  their  lease  because 
it  is  a  binding  contract  so  they  can 
be  aware  of  their  ends  dates  and 
discuss  this  with  their  landlords. 
However,  even  with  this  landlords 
should  do  their  jobs  and  simply 
check  the  University  calendar  be¬ 
fore  creating  leases  because  the  big¬ 
gest  population  of  their  tenants  are 
going  to  be  students. 

There  is  a  very  simple  solu¬ 
tion  to  the  issue  that  will  probably 
look  pretty  chaotic  when  May  rolls 
around — change  the  future  leases  to 
be  June  to  June.  June  to  June  leases 
would  alleviate  all  the  stress  need¬ 


lessly  placed  on  students.  Finals 
week  is  already  a  stressful  time,  and 
this  just  amplifies  it. 

There  is  a  vast  network  of  land¬ 
lords  in  Maryville,  but  no  commit¬ 
tee  has  been  created  to  join  togeth¬ 
er  allow  them  to  come  to  one,  co¬ 
hesive  solution. 

“There  are  many  people  who 
have  maybe  bought  a  rental  prop¬ 
erty  for  their  kids  to  go  to  school 
and  then  just  kept  it  and  rented  it,” 
Landlord  Terina  Sears  said.  “There 
are  professors  that  have  bought  an 
apartment  building  or  two  and  got¬ 
ten  into  it,  but  there  are  so  many 
numerous  landlords,  and  we  have 
no  system  of  knowing  who  one  an¬ 
other  is,  so  we  can’t  communicate 
with  one  another  to  organize  it  be¬ 
tween  us.” 

The  University  offers  its  own 
form  of  housing,  and  the  issue  of 
leases  and  finals  week  does  not 
fall  on  its  shoulders.  Yet,  even  the 
University  is  still  willing  to  work 
with  students  about  this  problem. 
Vice  President  of  Student  Affairs 
Matt  Baker  said  the  University 
would  be  willing,  if  there  was  a 
large  enough  need  for  it,  to  open 
up  on-campus  housing  for  students 
who  had  nowhere  to  stay  after  their 
lease  was  up. 

Even  the  University  is  more 


willing  to  take  on  this  problem  and 
find  a  solution  than  the  landlords. 
It  should  and  needs  to  be  entirely 
up  to  landlords  to  look  at  and  un¬ 
derstand  the  academic  calendar  and 
use  it  to  then  create  leases. 

Students  are  caught  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  chaos  we  did  not  ask  for.  A 
lot  of  the  students  affected  by  this 
are  graduating  seniors  who  are 
leaving  at  the  end  of  May.  They 
have  no  failsafe  or  new  apartment 
to  move  into  if  they  are  kicked  out 
of  their  apartment  once  their  lease 
ends,  but  still  required  to  stay  in 
town  for  finals. 

All  the  hotels  in  Maryville  are 
filled  up  by  now  during  that  time 
because  of  graduation.  So,  students 
who  can’t  commute  from  their 
homes  in  other  cities  and  states, 
they  are  left  hanging  in  an  uncer¬ 
tain  situation  of  possibly  just  living 
in  their  cars  for  a  few  days. 

But  again,  landlords  are  the  big¬ 
gest  component  of  this.  The  calen¬ 
dar  is  easily  accessed  on  the  North¬ 
west  website.  A  five  minute  Google 
search  on  the  part  of  the  landlords 
could  save  students  months  of 
stress.  Moving  forward,  landlords 
need  to  change  their  leases  to  be 
June  to  June  because  the  academ¬ 
ic  calendar  will  extend  into  May. 


Animators 
take  stand 
against 
sexual 
assault 


Few  people  think  of  cartoons 
and  simultaneously  think  of  crimes 
as  serious  as  sexual  harassment 
and  assault. 

Unfortunately,  the  connection 
between  the  two  seems  to  be  get¬ 
ting  stronger  and  stronger.  How¬ 
ever,  for  every  cloud,  there  is  a 
silver  lining.  Companies  in  the 
animation  industry  are  putting 
forth  an  effort  to  stop  the  prob¬ 
lem  at  the  source. 

Recently,  the  media  entertain¬ 
ment  company  Rooster  Teeth  end¬ 
ed  all  relationships  with  voice  ac¬ 
tor  Vic  Mignogna  following  allega¬ 
tions  of  sexual  assault.  Mignogna 
has  made  an  appearance  in  several 
animes  throughout  the  years,  voic¬ 
ing  characters  in  “Fullmetal  Alche¬ 
mist,”  “RWBY,”  “Dragon  Ball  Su¬ 
per:  Broly”  and  many  more. 

In  January,  female  fans  began 
stepping  forward  and  mentioning 
incidents  in  which  they’d  experi¬ 
enced  instances  of  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  and  even  sexual  assault  from 
Mignogna. 

While  this  particular  round  of 
allegations  has  been  the  most  re¬ 
cent  and  attention-getting,  Monica 
Rial,  who  voices  Bulma  in  “Drag¬ 
on  Ball  Super,”  took  to  Twitter  say¬ 
ing  allegations  like  this  have  been 
made  for  years. 

“This  behavior  has  been  go¬ 
ing  on  for  15  plus  years,”  Rial 
said.  “We’re  not  going  to  allow  it 
anymore.” 

Mignogna  released  his  own 
statement  on  Twitter  denying  all  al¬ 
legations  of  sexual  harassment/as¬ 
sault,  as  well  as  other  allegations 
concerning  homophobia,  anti-sem- 
itism  and/or  pedophilia.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  Rooster  Teeth  ended  Mignog- 
na’s  employment,  and  only  five  out 
of  the  18  conventions  he  was  sched¬ 
uled  to  appear  at  this  year  have  kept 
him  on  their  guest  roster. 

Allegations  of  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  and  assault  are  not  restricted 
only  to  anime. 
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR: 

Animals  need  space,  PETA  misjudged 


Dear  Editor, 

Steve  Irwin’s  charm  and  cha¬ 
risma  cannot  disguise  the  fact  that 
he  made  his  name  by  harassing 
wildlife. 

His  death  was  genuinely  sad, 
but  while  he  was  still  alive,  PETA 
criticized  his  mistreatment  of  an¬ 
imals — such  as  invading  their 
homes  to  provoke  and  disturb  them 
and  dragging  frightened  animals 
onto  TV  talk  shows  for  publicity. 
It  would  be  disingenuous  for  us  to 
say  otherwise  now. 

As  the  release  of  “Leaving 
Neverland”  makes  clear,  death 
doesn't  magically  absolve  celebri¬ 
ties — even  those  who  were  lauded 
during  their  lifetimes — of  wrong¬ 
doing. 

While  Irwin  built  his  career  on 
agitating  wildlife  who  were  mind¬ 


ing  their  own  business,  PETA's 
fieldworkers  devote  theirs  to  aiding 
suffering,  forgotten  cats  and  dogs 
who  desperately  need  help. 

Last  year  alone,  we  served 
more  than  25,000  animals  from 
more  than  250  cities,  and  spent 
more  than  $2,300,000  on  compan¬ 
ion-animal  services  locally.  Our 
fleet  of  mobile  clinics  has  spayed 
and  neutered  more  than  161,000 
animals  at  no  to  low  cost  to  their 
guardians  since  2001. 

Every  year,  the  majority  of  an¬ 
imals  brought  into  PETA's  care  are 
sterilized,  provided  with  veteri¬ 
nary  treatment,  or  otherwise  cared 
for  before  being  returned  to  their 
guardians. 

PETA  is  proud  to  offer  end-of- 
life  services  for  people  who  can't 
afford  to  pay  for  their  sick  and  dy¬ 
ing  animals  to  be  put  to  sleep.  We 


offer  a  peaceful  end  to  suffering  for 
animals  who  are  elderly,  feral,  sick, 
dying,  aggressive  or  otherwise  un- 
adoptable. 

When  adoptable  animals  come 
our  way,  we  find  them  excellent 
homes  or  transfer  them  to  high- 
traffic  shelters  for  a  chance  at 
adoption. 

Just  as  true  conservationists  re¬ 
spect  animals  by  giving  them  their 
space  and  privacy,  true  advocates 
roll  up  their  sleeves  and  do  what's 
needed  to  prevent  and  end  needless 
suffering.  I  invite  readers  to  vis¬ 
it  www.PETASaves.com  to  learn 
more  about  our  work. 

Yours  truly, 

Colleen  O'Brien 

Vice  President  of  Communica¬ 
tions  |  PETA 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR: 

Students  win 
against  local 

To  Whom  It  May  Concern/  Read¬ 
ers  of  the  Northwest  Missourian, 

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  you 
in  regards  to  the  original  post  about 
a  student,  Stephanie  Ruch,  having 
problems  with  a  landlord. 

In  the  original  post,  it  said  my 
roommate,  Alexis  Taylor,  and  I, 
were  taking  our  old  landlord,  Dr. 
Wayne  Chandler,  to  court  regard¬ 
ing  security  deposit,  pet  deposit, 
prorated  rent  and  moving  costs.  I 
also  saw  Dr.  Chandler  wrote  a  let¬ 
ter  regarding  this  issue. 

I  just  wanted  to  write  a  follow¬ 
up  letter  regarding  the  dispute,  for 
readers  to  receive  the  whole  sto¬ 
ry.  In  the  very  first  post,  it  was  said 
that  we  were  taking  Dr.  Chandler 
to  court,  in  which  we  did  Feb.  28, 


lawsuit 
landlord 

2019,  and  won  back  our  security 
deposits,  pet  deposits  and  prorat¬ 
ed  rent  for  Dec.  27  through  Dec. 
31,  decided  by  judge  Thomson  at 
the  Nodaway  County  Courthouse. 

I  do  want  people  to  understand 
that  what  was  stated  in  Dr.  Chan¬ 
dler's  letter  to  the  editor  had  in¬ 
formation  that  really  did  not  fit  in 
with  what  was  originally  said,  and 
would  like  people  to  see  the  whole 
story  instead  of  just  the  bad  part. 
So  in  short  terms,  Alexis  Taylor  and 
I  were  not  in  the  wrong  and  hope 
to  receive  money  from  Dr.  Chan¬ 
dler  soon. 

Thank  you  for  your  time, 

Stephanie  Ruch 
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University  has  no  plans  for  additional  parking 


KEJI  AKINMOLADUN 

Chief  Reporter  I  @OluwatoyinKeji 

There  have  been  4,856  parking 
tickets  given  out  so  far  this  fiscal 
year,  with  an  average  of  1 1  park¬ 
ing  tickets  a  day. 

University  Police  Chief  Clar¬ 
ence  Green  said  the  money  from 
these  tickets  goes  toward  ticket 
writing  staff,  data  entry  staff,  sig¬ 
nage,  parking  permits  for  faculty 
and  staff  and  the  other  operations 
of  the  parking  system. 

Freshman  Grade  Roach  said 
Northwest  may  not  need  addition¬ 
al  parking  but  should  be  more  con¬ 
siderate  of  students. 

“Maybe  we  shouldn’t  have  addi¬ 


tional  parking  but  maybe  more  open 
to  who  gets  to  park  at  certain  spots,” 
Roach  said.  “There  should  be  chang¬ 
es  in  restricted  parking  areas.” 

UPD  has  towed  cars  during 
football  games  in  the  past  and 
will  continue  to  do  so.  They  make 
sure  the  parking  lot  between  Mel 
Tjeerdsma  Field  and  North  Com¬ 
plex  is  clear  for  the  families  who 
have  reserved  parking. 

“Typically,  we  tow  less  than 
eight  cars  a  game,”  Green  said. 
“We  have  roughly  over  200  spots 
in  that  lot.” 

Green  said  UPD  tries  to  make 
sure  the  message  gets  across  for 
students  to  move  their  cars  from 


the  parking  lot  closest  to  the  field. 
UPD  has  received  feedback  over 
the  years  on  how  to  alert  students 
regarding  parking. 

“We  do  announcements  and  pre¬ 
messaging,”  Green  said.  “With  us 
posting  signage,  making  announce¬ 
ments  through  the  building  and  so¬ 
cial  media  posts,  we’ve  commu¬ 
nicated  the  information  out  there. 
We’re  always  up  for  more  sugges¬ 
tions  on  how  to  communicate.” 

Students  must  contact  UPD  to 
obtain  their  cars  and  are  charged  a 
$  100  ticket  for  the  towing  services. 

Senior  Samantha  Mageto  said 
there  should  be  more  spots  for 
commuters. 


“We  need  more  parking  spaces 
especially  for  commuters,”  Mage¬ 
to  said.  “We  have  more  space  near 
the  Ron  Houston  building  and  the 
Hughes  Fieldhouse.  There  should 
be  parking  spots  near  there.” 

Green  said  with  enrollment  be¬ 
ing  stable  UPD  is  not  looking  to  add 
any  additional  parking  spots  to  cam¬ 
pus.  UPD  is  working  on  refining  and 
repairing  the  spots  Northwest  has. 

“Looking  at  some  of  our  gravel 
lots,  maybe  paving  those  and  putting 
asphalt  down  or  even  maybe  moving 
to  a  hard  surface,”  Green  said.  “This 
year  it’s  going  to  be  a  strain  because 
the  winter  weather  and  potholes  are 
everywhere  around  Maryville  in¬ 


cluding  campus.” 

UPD  has  repaved  the  lot  lo¬ 
cated  near  the  Hughes  Fieldhouse. 
It  is  now  asphalt  but  used  to  be  a 
gravel  lot. 

Green  said  the  cost  of  adding  a 
parking  garage  is  out  of  the  budget 
and  would  force  the  University  to 
raise  the  cost  of  parking  permits. 

“It’s  a  little  around  $25,000  and 
$30,000  per  spot  to  construct  it,” 
Green  said.  “The  cost  is  just  too 
much  for  our  parking  demand  and 
truly  our  demand  doesn’t  support 
it.  We  do  have  some  stranded  ar¬ 
eas  such  as  Colden  Hall,  Fine  Arts, 
Lamkin,  but  our  demands  do  not  re¬ 
ally  push  that  we  need  it.” 


Northwest  fosters  diversity  with  Lavender  Graduation 


KEJI  AKINMOLADUN 

Chief  Reporter  I  @OluwatoyinKeji 

The  Office  of  Diversity,  Equity 
and  Inclusion  will  host  its  first  Lav¬ 
ender  Graduation  event  to  celebrate 
the  success  of  LGBTQ  students. 

Diversity  and  Inclusion  Coordi¬ 
nator  Adam  Gonzales  said  this  event 
is  meant  to  be  a  time  to  highlight  the 
LGBTQ  community  at  Northwest. 

“The  Lavender  Graduation  is 
going  in  the  spirit  of  multicultur¬ 
al  celebration  of  student  success,” 
Gonzales  said.  “We  are  going  to  do 
the  Lavender  Graduation  which  is 
focused  on  celebrating  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  our  graduating  LGBTQIA 
(intersex,  asexual/ally)  students.” 

According  to  hrc.org,  lavender 
is  a  significant  color  throughout  the 


history  of  the  LGBTQ  community. 
Gay  men  were  forced  to  wear  pink 
triangles  in  concentration  camps 
while  black  triangles  labeled  lesbi¬ 
an  women  as  political  prisoners  in 
Nazi  Germany. 

The  combination  of  the  pink 
and  black  triangles  by  LGBTQ  civil 
rights  activist  made  lavender.  Lav¬ 
ender  is  supposed  to  represent  com¬ 
munity  and  pride. 

The  Lavender  Graduation  is  open 
to  all  self-identifying  LGBTQ  stu¬ 
dents.  There  will  be  a  dinner  celebra¬ 
tion  6  p.m.  May  1 ,  in  the  Union  Ball¬ 
room.  Graduating  LGBTQ  students 
are  encouraged  to  invite  their  family, 
friends  and  significant  others. 

During  the  ceremony,  these  stu¬ 
dents  will  receive  lavender  stoles. 


They  have  the  option  of  wearing  it 
during  commencement. 

Former  President  of  HERO,  se¬ 
nior  Trip  Carlson,  said  Lavender 
Graduation  shows  the  community 
that  they  should  be  celebrated  in¬ 
stead  of  tolerated. 

“We’re  molded  to  hide  away 
queer  identification,  which  is  why 
coming  out  is  taking  your  true  self 
and  putting  yourself  out  there  for 
the  world  to  see,”  Carlson  said. 
“It’s  really  important  to  show  that 
we  should  be  celebrated,  visible 
and  welcomed  and  not  just  tolerat¬ 
ed.  Toleration  is  a  really  low  bar  to 
put  on  a  community  that  has  gone 
through  so  much.” 

Gonzales  said  the  Lavender 
Graduation  happens  on  other  col¬ 


lege  campuses  across  the  country  and 
DEI  decided  to  bring  it  to  Northwest. 

“It’s  a  way  to  acknowledge 
their  achievements  because,  for  a 
lot  of  LGBTQ  people,  there  are 
some  challenges  they  face  that  oth¬ 
er  student  populations  don’t,”  Gon¬ 
zales  said.  “We  want  to  be  able  to 
honor  them  and  have  a  moment 
they  can  celebrate  with  their  sig¬ 
nificant  others.” 

The  Lavender  Graduation  will 
happen  every  year  and  is  offered  in 
the  fall  semesters. 

Gonzales  said  the  Lavender 
Graduation  will  be  positive  and 
demonstrates  a  sense  of  belonging. 

“It’s  going  to  remind  LGBTQ 
students  that  they  belong  and  are 
welcomed  here,”  Gonzales  said. 


“I  want  us  to  be  able  to  provide 
a  space  where  they  can  be  recog¬ 
nized  even  if  they’re  not  fully  out. 
This  is  going  to  be  a  ceremony 
where  hopefully  we  can  provide 
that  space  for  them  to  say,  ‘Hey, 
this  is  who  I  am,  and  I’m  glad  to 
be  recognized.’” 

Senior  Arlondo  Watson  said 
this  is  a  moment  of  recognition 
for  students  who  may  not  get 
enough  acknowledgment. 

“This  is  a  huge  impact,  espe¬ 
cially  if  we  take  into  consideration 
what  is  going  on  in  society  regard¬ 
ing  the  LGBTQ  community,”  Wat¬ 
son  said.  “They  aren’t  recognized. 
It’s  nice  that  Northwest  is  taking 
advantage  of  this  moment  by  recog¬ 
nizing  all  of  those  students.” 
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CATTLEMEN 

CONTINUED  FROM  A1 

“A  lot  of  producers  that  live  on 
county  lines  struggle  with  trying  to 
compromise  with  both  counties  be¬ 
cause  there  is  a  certain  amount  of 
feet  past  county  lines  that  due  to  the 
overlap  anyone  living  there  has  to 
abide  by  both  counties,”  Lingle  said. 

The  Cattlemen’s  Association  de¬ 
cided  to  present  the  bill  the  legislation. 

“So  rather  than  having  to  pick 
the  stricter  enforcement,  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Cattlemen’s  Association 
wants  to  present  a  bill  in  the  Sen¬ 
ate  that  takes  away  all  individual 
county  rights  and  make  one  state 
law,”  Lingle  said. 

Louiselle  said  it  is  important  to  get 
the  younger  generation  of  Cattlemen 
involved  with  the  laws  and  legislation 
because  they  are  the  ones  who  will 
eventually  take  over  the  organization. 

“The  Cattlemen’s  organiza¬ 
tion  is  the  voice  in  legislation  that 
(farmers)  don’t  have  or  don’t  care 
to  have,”  Louiselle  said.  “The  Cat¬ 
tlemen’s  is  the  bridge  between  leg¬ 
islators,  higher  powers  and  peo¬ 
ple  that  we  can’t  directly  talk  to  as 
producers.  It  gives  us  the  ability  to 
have  a  say  in  what  happens  with 
bills,  laws,  legislation  and  so  many 
different  things  that  we  would  not 
normally  have  the  ability  to  do.” 

The  Collegiate  Cattlemen’s  Asso¬ 
ciation  officially  became  a  campus  or¬ 
ganization  Tuesday  after  Student  Sen¬ 
ate  took  a  vote  on  the  organization. 


MADI  NOLTE  |  NW  MISSOURIAN 

Ashlynn  Lingle,  Kaitlin  Arnold,  Garrett  Louiselle  and  Abigail  Oelrichs  gath¬ 
er  for  a  photo  in  the  state  Capitol  Feb.  27,  in  Jefferson  City. 


Police  blotters  for  the  week  of  March.  7 


Maryville  Public  Safety 

Feb.  20 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Chris¬ 
topher  Holder,  22,  for  failure  to 
register  a  motor  vehicle,  failure 
to  maintain  financial  responsi¬ 
bility  and  failure  to  obey  a  post¬ 
ed  stop  sign  at  the  500  block  of 
West  Torrance  Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Alex¬ 
ander  Thompson,  19,  for  pos¬ 
session  of  drug  paraphernalia  at 
the  500  block  of  West  Torrance 

Street. 

Feb.  21 

A  firearm  was  recovered  at 
the  200  block  of  West  Twelfth 

Street. 

Feb.  22 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Ale- 
juandro  Pazmino-Lopez,  26, 

for  driving  while  intoxicated  at 
the  200  block  of  West  Second 

Street. 

Feb.  24 


A  summons  was  issued  Kelsey 
Wilkinson,  21 ,  for  possession  of 
drug  paraphernalia  at  the  1100 
block  of  North  Walnut  Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Paige 
Burnett,  20,  for  possession  of 
drug  paraphernalia  at  the  1100 
block  of  North  Walnut  Street. 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Ra¬ 
chel  Wilkinson  for  possession 
of  drug  paraphernalia  at  the 
1100  block  of  North  Walnut 
Street. 

There  is  an  ongoing  investi¬ 
gation  for  disorderly  conduct 
at  the  400  block  of  East  First 

Street. 

Feb.  28 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Al¬ 
len  Hollis,  22,  for  wanted  on 
warrant  and  failure  to  appear  at 
the  400  block  of  North  Market 

Street. 

March  2 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Sid¬ 
ney  Brastad,  18,  for  minor  in 
possession,  possession  of  a 


fake  I.D.  and  being  under  19  in 
a  bar  at  the  300  block  of  North 
Market  Street. 

Northwest  Missouri 
State  University 
Police  Department 

Feb.  28 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion  for  stealing  at  the  Foster 
Fitness  Center. 

March  1 

A  summons  was  issued  to  Leah 
Bruce,  19,  for  possession  of 
marijuana  at  South  Complex. 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion  for  relationship  violence  at 
the  J.W.  Jones  Student  Union. 

March  2 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion  for  sexual  assault  at  Fran- 
ken  Hall. 

March  5 

There  is  an  ongoing  investiga¬ 
tion  for  stealing  an  automobile- 
scooter  at  an  unknown  location. 
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The  History  of  St.  Patricks  Day 

The  color  of  St.  Patrick’s  Day  was  originally  blue. 


Wearing  green  has 
become  a  staple  of  St. 
Patrick’s  Day,  but  the 
holiday  was  originally 
associated  with  the 
color  blue.  It’s  thought 
that  the  shift  to  green 
happened  because  of 
Ireland’s  nickname 
“The  Emerald  Isle,”  the 
green  in  the  Irish  flag 
and  the  shamrock,  or 
clover.  Green  ribbons  and 
shamrocks  were  worn  as 
early  as  the  17th  century. 


SUDOKU 


By  MetroCreative 
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HOROSCOPE 


ARIES  -  Mar  21/Apr  20 

Aries,  there’s  always  ample 
opportunity  to  learn  from 
past  mistakes.  You  can  make 
amends  for  previous  miscues 
this  week  when  you’re  re¬ 
united  with  someone  from  the 
past. 

TAURUS  -  Apr  21/May  21 

Others  seem  to  be  feeding  you 
information  on  a  need-to-know 
basis.  This  may  be  frustrat¬ 
ing,  Taurus.  But  a  little  extra 
patience  is  required  for  the 
time  being. 

GEMINI  -  May  22/Jun  21 

Gemini,  the  need  to  delegate 
will  present  itself  throughout 
the  week.  Don’t  take  on  more 
than  you  can  handle.  Trust  that 
those  around  you  are  up  to  the 
task. 

CANCER  -  Jun  22/Jul  22 

The  image  that  you  project 
can  be  much  more  important 
than  the  work  you  actually  do, 
Cancer.  Have  a  good  public 
relations  team  in  your  corner. 

LEO-Jul  23/Aug  23 

The  good  will  you  demonstrate 
will  come  around  in  time,  Leo. 
Continue  to  be  generous  and 
help  others  whenever  possible. 
Karma  is  on  your  side. 

VIRGO -Aug  24/Sept  22 

It  is  not  easy  to  admit  when 
you  are  wrong,  Virgo.  When 
the  need  to  do  so  arises,  be 
gracious  and  offer  your  apolo¬ 
gies  in  a  heartfelt  way  that  will 
resonate  with  others. 


CROSSWORD 


By  MetroCreative 


CLUES  ACROSS 

1 .  Public  broadcaster 
4.  The  media 
9.  Manila  hemp 

14.  Not  just  “play” 

15.  Trailblazing  German 
historian 

16.  Type  of  puzzle 

17.  Plant  in  the  daisy  family 

18.  Not  young 
20.  Dennis  is  one 

22.  Revealed 

23.  But  goodie 

24.  Absurd 

28.  Commercials 

29.  University  of  Dayton 

30.  Expression  of  annoyance 

3 1 .  Stories 

33.  More  critical 

37.  Of  I 

38.  Time  units  (abbr.) 

39.  Arousing  intense  feeling 

41.  High  schoolers’  test 

42.  Trauma  center 

43.  Astronomical  period 

44.  Fights 

46.  Italian  Lake 

49.  Rhenium 

50.  Baseball  stat 

5 1 .  State  of  consciousness 
55.  Some  is  dietary 

58.  Stringed  instrument 

59.  _ Kidman,  actress 

60.  Orator 

64.  Ottoman  military  com¬ 
mander 

65.  Makes  known 

66.  Type  of  font 

67.  Cool! 

68.  Short  musical  composition 

69.  Porticos 

70.  Not  wet 

CLUES  DOWN 

1 .  The  upper  part  of  a  duet 

2.  Carpenter’s  tool 

3 .  Outrageous  events 

4.  Procedures 
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5.  Type  of  party 

6.  Between  northeast  and  east 

7.  Sanskrit  (abbr.) 

8.  NJ  college  _  Hall 

9.  Sharp  mountain  ridge 

10.  Observed  something  remarkable 

1 1 .  One  who  obeys 

12.  _ de  sac 

13.  Sign  language 

19.  Predecessor  to  Protestantism 
21 .  Right-hand  man 

24.  _ anglicus:  sweating  sickness 

25.  People  who  proof 

26.  Israeli  Defence  Forces  sergeant 

27.  Remains  as  is 

3 1 .  Receptacle 

32.  Archers’  tool 

34.  Gets  up 

35.  Unit  of  energy 


36.  Explains  again 

40.  Pa’s  partner 

41 .  Region  bordering  the  sea 
45 .  Type  of  acid 

47.  Lesotho  capital 

48.  Gave  a  speech 

52.  Irregular  as  though  nibbled  away 

53.  Neither 

54.  Copyreads 

56.  Edward _ ,  British  composer 

57.  Prepared 

59.  Launched  Apollo 

60.  Relative  biological  effectiveness 
(abbr.) 

61 .  Protects  from  weather 

62.  Feline 

63.  Equal 
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LIBRA  -  Sept  23/Oct  23 

Libra,  support  is  a  two-way 
street.  If  you  boost  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  a  friend  or  loved  one, 
in  return  he  or  she  may  help 
you  in  big  ways.  Work  as  a 
team  to  foster  communication. 

SCORPIO  -  Oct  24/Nov  22 

Take  a  step  back  from  the  rush 
and  pressure  that  has  surround¬ 
ed  you  lately,  Scorpio.  You  can 
use  the  rest  to  clear  your  mind. 
This  break  will  help  you  tackle 
new  things. 

SAGITTARIUS  -  Nov  23/Dec  21 

Sagittarius,  you  may  be  eager 
to  step  into  a  new  job  right 
when  another  is  finished. 

While  this  can  be  good  for  pro¬ 
ductivity,  make  sure  you  avoid 
burnout. 

CAPRICORN  -  Dec  22/Jan  20 

Capricorn,  sometimes  you  are 
acutely  aware  of  details  that 
others  readily  miss.  This  trait 
comes  in  handy  when  you  are 
asked  to  advise  others. 

AQUARIUS- Jan  21/Feb  18 

It  is  important  to  be  self-aware 
of  the  way  you  communicate 
with  others,  Aquarius.  Push¬ 
ing  too  hard  might  shut  some 
people  off.  Adjust  your  ap¬ 
proach  accordingly. 

PISCES  -  Feb  19/Mar  20 

Psychic  feelings  are  pro¬ 
nounced  this  week,  Pisces.  Try 
to  hone  in  on  what  these  sensa¬ 
tions  are  attempting  to  tell  you. 


The  Adventures  of  Mr.  Science  and  Jeffrey 
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'Adam's  Glow' 

Staff  member  rises  above  circumstances 


MORGAN  JONES  |  NW  MISSOURIAN 


Gonzales  lives  a  very  diverse  life.  He  not  only  leads  a  career  in  academia,  but 
also  in  the  creative  industry  as  a  DJ. 


SARAH  VON  SEGGERN 

Asst.  A&E  Editor  I  @SeggernSarah 

Snuggled  in  the  corner  room 
of  the  Office  of  Student  Involve¬ 
ment,  a  bright  smile  and  the  subtle 
smell  of  tea  greets  students  as  Co¬ 
ordinator  of  Diversity  and  Inclusion 
Adam  Gonzales  offers  a  listening 
ear  to  everybody,  no  matter  race  or 
sexual  identity. 

“I  get  to  work  with  a  very  amaz¬ 
ing,  very  incredible  student  popula¬ 
tion,”  Gonzales  said.  “I’m  put  in  a 
position  where  I  can 
reach  out  to  these  stu¬ 
dents  and  help  them. 

Sometimes  it’s  not 
that  they  need  help, 
but  that  they  need 
someone  to  cheer 
them  on.  I  love  be¬ 
ing  that  cheerleader.  I 
love  being  that  person 
that  can  say,  ‘Hey  let 
me  pour  you  a  cup  of 
tea.  How’s  your  day 
going?”’ 

Gonzales  was 
hired  last  August  af¬ 
ter  deciding  to  move 
from  Amarillo,  Tex¬ 
as,  to  be  closer  to  his 
family. 

In  Texas,  he  was 
heavily  involved  in 
advocating  for  the 
rights  of  the  LG- 
BTQ  community 
as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors 
for  Equality  Texas. 

Even  though 
Gonzales  was  famil¬ 
iar  with  Maryville, 

Missouri,  since  he  had  graduated 
from  Conception  Seminary  Col¬ 
lege,  it  was  still  quite  a  transition. 

“It  was  new  to  me  in  the  sense 
that  I  had  never  lived  here,”  Gon¬ 
zales  said.  “I  had  never  lived  and 
worked  in  Maryville.  That  was  a 
new  experience;  being  a  person  of 
Latin  descent,  of  having  my  skin 
be  a  little  darker  than  most  people 
around  here.  There  are  things  that 
make  me  stand  out  in  a  crowd  in 
Maryville.” 

Originally,  Gonzales  aspired  to 
be  a  priest  and  came  to  Conception 
Seminary  College  on  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  a  bishop.  Eventual¬ 
ly,  he  found  that  his  passion  didn’t 


necessarily  lie  in  becoming  a  priest, 
but  rather  a  genuine  love  for  help¬ 
ing  others  in  any  way  that  he  can. 

“Looking  back,  it  was  nev¬ 
er,  ‘I  want  to  be  a  priest  just  to  be 
a  priest,”’  Gonzales  said.  “It  was 
‘I  want  to  help  people,’  and  that 
wasn’t  the  place  for  me  to  do  it.  I 
don’t  regret  it.  I  don’t  regret  going; 
I  don’t  regret  joining  the  monastery. 
I  mean  those  experiences  really  did 
help  make  me  who  I  am.” 

While  he  didn’t  go  on  to  fol¬ 


low  priesthood,  his  time  at  college 
gave  him  more  than  just  friends  and 
new  experiences;  he  was  also  giv¬ 
en  a  true  home  and  a  loving  family. 

Professor  of  English  and  hu¬ 
manities  at  Conception  Seminary 
College  Paul  Johnson  and  B.D. 
Owens  librarian  Carolyn  John¬ 
son  adopted  Gonzales  as  an  adult, 
which  simply  meant  they  didn’t 
need  the  consent  of  the  biologi¬ 
cal  parents. 

Paul  Johnson  remembers  ex¬ 
actly  why  and  when  he  wanted  to 
adopt  Gonzales. 

After  many  years  of  getting  to 
know  Gonzales,  as  both  a  student 


and  a  friend,  Paul  Johnson  was  fill¬ 
ing  out  his  insurance  policies  and 
he  remembered  writing  both  his  bi¬ 
ological  son  and  Gonzales  as  sec¬ 
ondary  beneficiaries. 

“I  remembered  you  had  to  have 
a  relationship  down,  so  I  said  ‘Pe¬ 
ter,  Son,’  and  then  for  Adam,  I  had 
to  write  friend  because  that  was  the 
only  category  I  had,”  Paul  Johnson 
said.  “I  remember  looking  at  that 
and  thinking,  ‘That’s  just  wrong. 
He’s  so  much  more  than  that.’” 

While  Paul  John- 
son  was  Gonza¬ 
les’  teacher,  Caro¬ 
lyn  Johnson  met  him 
when  they  had  a  po¬ 
etry  reading  and  din¬ 
ner  hosted  at  their 
house  one  night. 

“I  usually  end 
the  night  by  read¬ 
ing  one  more  poem. 
It’s  always  ‘Good¬ 
night  Moon,”’  Caro¬ 
lyn  Johnson  said.  “I 
found  Adam  had  just 
moved  up  close  to  me 
so  he  could  see  the 
pictures  and  he  goes, 
‘Ah,  this  is  so  great, 
I’ve  never  been  read 
to  before.’  And  that 
just  blew  me  away  . . . 
I  just  looked  at  him 
and  I  said,  ‘I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  have  to  adopt 
you.’” 

Paul  Johnson 
and  Carolyn  Johnson 
couldn’t  believe  peo¬ 
ple  wouldn’t  want  to 
be  around  him.  They 
said  anybody  who 
talked  and  knew  him  had  what 
they  lovingly  referred  to  as  “Ad¬ 
am’s  glow.” 

Many  people  take  for  granted 
certain  aspects  of  life  that  are  usual¬ 
ly  guaranteed  like  parents  who  love 
and  support  them  in  all  they  do. 

For  Gonzales,  he  was  burdened 
with  the  heavy  decision  of  cutting 
off  all  ties  with  most  of  his  biologi¬ 
cal  family.  When  he  came  out  to  his 
birth  mother  and  her  husband,  he 
was  met  with  immediate  disapprov¬ 
al.  His  mother  didn’t  understand. 

“They  weren’t  real  accepting,” 
Gonzales  said.  “In  their  words,  they 
disagreed  with  my  lifestyle,  as  they 
put  it.  It’s  not  a  lifestyle;  it’s  an 
identity.  I  can’t  change  it.  A  life¬ 
style  choice  is  what  kind  of  cur¬ 
tain  you  put  in  your  house,  or  what 
kind  of  car  you  drive  or  whether  or 
not  you  go  out  and  party.  . . .  This 
isn’t  a  choice.  They  actually  cited 
religious  reasons.  They  said  they 
didn’t  really  want  anything  to  do 
with  me.” 

When  it  came  to  Gonzales’  bio¬ 
logical  father,  it  was  difficult.  From 
the  time  he  was  bom,  his  dad  was 
in  prison.  Around  the  time  he  be¬ 
gan  coming  out  to  his  friends,  his 
father  tried  getting  more  involved 
in  his  life  after  being  released. 

It  wasn’t  until  his  dad  used  a 
slur  that  Gonzales  told  him  he  was 
gay.  After  telling  his  father,  he  said 
if  it  was  going  to  be  a  problem,  they 
could  go  their  separate  ways.  He 
was  met  with  harassment  and,  by 
this  point,  he  said  his  father  wasn’t 
someone  he  wanted  in  his  life. 

“I  share  that  story  because  I 
want  people  to  understand  that 
even  though  they  may  perceive 
us  as  like,  ‘Oh,  well,  all  we  do  is 
throw  parades  and  parties  ...’  there 
is  still  a  reality  that  many  peo¬ 
ple  face  that  is  very  challenging, 
very  difficult,”  Gonzales  said.  “It’s 
all  because  of  who  they  are.  It’s 
not  even  about  the  choices  they 
make;  it’s  who  they  are.  And  that’s 
enough  for  some  people  to  discrim¬ 
inate  against  them,  to  hurt  them.” 

Gonzales’  childhood  was  paint¬ 
ed  with  abuse  and  dark  times,  but 
through  it,  he  was  able  to  find  com¬ 
fort  in  the  educational  children’s  se¬ 
ries  “Mister  Rogers’  Neighborhood.” 

“I  remember  as  a  kid  watching 
‘Mister  Rogers’  was  like  my  safe 
place,”  Gonzales  said.  “I  always 
loved  the  fact  that  there  was  this 
show  that  I  could  tune  into  where 
everyone  was  kind  to  each  oth¬ 
er.  Everyone  believed  in  each  oth¬ 
er.  Everyone  worked  as  a  team. . . 
Maybe  self-consciously  that  was 
ingrained  in  me.” 

There  were  two  distinct  epi¬ 
sodes  that  really  stuck  out  to  Gon¬ 


zales. 

These  episodes  fed  into  his  oth¬ 
er  love:  music.  When  he  first  saw 
a  student  breakdancing,  he  would 
try  those  same  moves  in  front  of 
the  mirror  at  night. 

The  other  episode  featured  a 
DJ,  and  this  was  his  first  time  see¬ 
ing  a  DJ  mixing  music  on  a  turn¬ 
table. 

While  music  was  allowed  in 
his  house,  it  just  wasn’t  played 
that  much.  He  actually  won  a  mini¬ 
boom  box  in  a  contest  at  school, 
and  it  was  through  this  that  he  was 
able  to  connect  to  hip-hop  and  rap. 

“I  would  sit  up  at  night  in  my 
closet  and  listen  to  that  radio  sta¬ 
tion.  I  remember  it  was  called 
Z-93,”  Gonzales  said.  “I  was  just 
obsessed  with  all  kinds  of  music, 
and  so  when  I  went  to  college  the 
first  time,  I  saved  up  my  money,  and 
I  got  like  a  mixing  board. . .  It  was 
just  fun.  I  love  being  able  to  play  a 
song  and  then  get  people  dancing.” 

There  is  only  one  particular 
song  Gonzales  absolutely  can’t 
stand. 

“I  don’t  like  ‘Feliz  Navidad,”’ 
Gonzales  said.  “In  school,  I  was  the 
only  kid  who  spoke  two  languag¬ 
es,  so  I  speak  Spanish  and  English. 
When  we  would  have  our  school 
pageants  as  kids,  I  would  always  be 
the  one  picked  out  to  sing  the  Span¬ 
ish  parts,  and  I’m  like,  ‘Ah,  again.’” 

Eventually,  his  love  for  music 
led  him  to  teach  himself  how  to  DJ. 

While  he  doesn’t  claim  to  be 
any  “DJ  Jazzy  Jeff,”  he  loves  using 


his  DJing  skills  to  play  at  various 
events  like  DEI’s  board  game  night. 

Gonzales  has  loved  working 
with  students  from  all  different 
backgrounds  and  was  ecstatic  when 
he  got  his  dream  job. 

Complex  Director  of  Hudson 
and  Perrin  Halls  Brittany  Stege- 
man  met  Gonzales  during  a  student- 
staff  training  session  after  being  in¬ 
troduced  as  the  new  coordinator  of 
diversity  and  inclusion. 

After  noticing  his  rainbow-col¬ 
ored  watch  band  his  adopted  broth¬ 
er  had  given  him  as  a  gift,  Stege- 
man  found  kinship  with  Gonza¬ 
les  and  their  friendship  blossomed 
from  there. 

“I  think  caring  and  empathetic 
is  one  aspect  of  who  he  is,”  Stege- 
man  said.  “Fun,  energetic.  Some¬ 
one  who  knows  how  to  bring  the 
best  out  in  others  while  not  letting 
their  own  light  be  dimmed.” 

Gonzales’  ultimate  goal  is  to 
help  people,  whether  that’s  through 
laughter,  lending  a  caring  shoulder 
or  even  just  helping  others  under¬ 
stand  each  other  a  little  bit  more. 

“Sometimes  it  (a  bright  future) 
can  be  difficult  to  see  that  down 
the  road,”  Gonzales  said.  “But  it’s 
there.  It’s  there  if  you  go  looking 
for  it  and  if  you  go  create  it.  Some¬ 
times  you’ve  got  to  create  it,  and 
that  takes  some  work.  But  I  tell  peo¬ 
ple,  never  let  your  past  define  where 
you’re  going  to  go.” 


SUBMITTED 

Coordinator  of  Diversity  and  Inclusion  Adam  Gonzales  was  adopt¬ 
ed  by  Paul  Johnson  and  Carolyn  Johnson.  Carolyn  Johnson  said 
he  has  inspired  her  to  be  more  aware  of  what  she  says  and  does. 
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AMANDA  WISTUBA  |  NW  MISSOURIAN 

Junior  Emma  Wiseman  performed  in  her  second  Northwest  Dance  Company  show.  Despite  the  brief  technical  difficulty  involving  a  blown  breaker,  which 
caused  the  lights  and  sound  to  quit  working,  the  spring  2019  show  was  still  a  night  to  remember. 


Dance  Company  ends  Spring  season 


CORIE  HERTZOG 

A&E  Editor  I  @CoffeeGilmore97 

As  the  lights  began  to  dim,  the 
crowd  in  the  Ron  Houston  Theater 
cheered  and  erupted  into  applause 
March  1. 

Viewers  of  all  ages  turned  their 
eyes  to  the  lit  stage  as  two  women 
walked  to  the  center,  microphones 
in  hand.  The  2019  Northwest  Dance 
Company  Show  was  about  to  begin. 

The  Dance  Company,  made 
up  of  100  students,  performed 
over  a  dozen  dances,  ranging  from 
contemporary  like  “Happier”  and 
“Black  Magic  Woman,”  to  hip  hop 
like  “Early  2000s  Remix,”  to  mu¬ 
sical  theater. 

Northwest  Dance  Company 
started  in  2001  as  a  way  for  stu¬ 
dents  who  enjoyed  dance,  to  share 
their  passion  and  choreograph  their 
own  pieces. 

Psychology  senior  AJ  Hinson 
struggled  to  find  a  song  to  go  with 
his  musical  theater  number. 

“My  first  go-to  was  ‘Candy 
Store’  from  ‘Heathers:  the  Musi¬ 


cal,’”  Hinson  said.  “I  chose  out 
the  music  and  edited  it  because  it 
wasn’t  the  most  appropriate,  and 
so  I  made  it  sound  appropriate. 
Then  my  president  and  vice  presi¬ 
dent  were  like  ‘Listen,  as  much  as 
we  love  this,  it’s  not  a  kid- friendly 
number  to  choreograph  to,’  so  I  sat 
down  and  listened  to  all  the  musi¬ 
cals  that  I  like.” 

Hinson  chose  the  song  “Nic¬ 
est  Kids  in  Town”  from  the  musi¬ 
cal  “Hairspray.” 

Dancers  had  the  option  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  up  to  three  dances  for  the 
show.  Dancers  are  picked  based  on 
a  variety  of  criteria  including  expe¬ 
rience,  preferred  style  of  dance  and 
what  dance  they  want  to  be  part  of. 

“The  audition  process  was  very 
interesting,”  Hinson  said.  “It  was 
my  first  semester  experiencing  it, 
so  it  was  a  little  confusing  at  first. 
We  go  in  and  we  watch  the  danc¬ 
ers  in  groups,  and  then  we  have  a 
list  of  them.  Then  all  the  choreog¬ 
raphers  sit  in  a  circle  and  talk  about 
what  people  we’d  like  in  our  dance. 


I  wouldn’t  say  we  fight  over  them, 
but  we  all  compromise  on  what 
dancers  we  want  in  our  dances.” 

Criminology  freshman  Kevin 
Nguyen  talked  about  his  audition 
experience  as  a  dancer. 

“It’s  a  two-day  process,” 
Nguyen  said.  “On  the  first  day, 
we  choose  what  style  we  want  to 
be  in  and  you  start  by  learning  your 
dances.  So  if  you’re  not  in  one  of 
the  first  dances,  you’re  out  in  the 
hallway  stretching.” 

Nguyen  performed  in  “Nicest 
Kids  In  Town.”  His  favorite  style  of 
dance  offered  in  Northwest  Dance 
Company  is  musical  theater  since 
he  gets  to  “put  on  a  character.” 

Nguyen’s  favorite  type  of 
dance,  overall,  is  called  poms. 
Poms  is  the  style  of  dance  often 
seen  in  cheerleading. 

“It’s  all  sharp  moves,”  Nguy¬ 
en  said.  “It’s  a  lot  of  high  V’s,  low 
V’s,  touchdowns  just  like  you  see 
in  cheer.  You  do  toe  touches  like 
cheerleaders,  but  I  think  the  big¬ 
gest  difference  is  it’s  more  jazzy 


and  everything  flows  together.  You 
do  turns  and  kicklines.” 

Biopsychology  sophomore  Ky- 
lie  Miller  choreographed  a  hip-hop 
routine  of  30  members  to  a  remix 
of  early  2000s  songs. 

“It’s  challenging,  especially 
with  hip-hop,  because  I  had  close 
to  30  people  in  my  dance,”  Mill¬ 
er  said.  “However,  it’s  been  a  real¬ 
ly  fun  experience.  It’s  really  helped 
me  grow  tremendously  in  my  cre¬ 
ativity  as  a  dancer  and  to  gain  bet¬ 
ter  leadership  skills.” 

The  show  lasted  from  7  p.m. 
to  10  p.m.  and  audience  members 
had  a  chance  to  interact  and  send 
shoutouts  to  their  friends  on  stage 
with  the  #GetGroovy20 1 9  hashtag. 
Some  tweets  were  read  aloud  and 
competitions  were  held  by  the 
show’s  emcees,  and  former  Dance 
Company  members,  Sydney  Arnold 
and  Elizabeth  Brown. 

Despite  technical  difficulties 
halfway  through  the  performance, 
the  Dance  Company  took  on  the 
motto  “The  show  must  go  on.” 


THE  STROLLER: 

Your 

Bearcat 

wants 

less 

tickets 

The  University  Police  Depart¬ 
ment’s  entire  ticketing  system  is  a 
full  blown  scam. 

The  only  place  in  Missouri  you 
can  get  charged  50  bucks  for  acute¬ 
ly  minor  traffic  violations  is  on  this 
frozen  hell  of  a  campus — unless  ev¬ 
ery  other  university  in  the  state  em¬ 
ploys  a  bunch  of  snake  oil  salesmen 
wearing  police  uniforms. 

Did  I  really  roll  through  that 
four-way  stop  sign,  or  are  they 
just  paying  you  to  say  I  did?  It  was 
10:30  p.m.  and  dark  as  can  be,  and 
you  were  parked  40  yards  away,  so 
how,  officer,  do  you  really  know  if 
my  tires  stopped  spinning  or  not? 

I’d  like  to  see  how  many  tickets 
UPD  gives  out  in  one  evening  while 
they  send  some  nondescript  officer 
to  a  nondescript  stop  sign  waiting 
for  already-broke  college  students 
to  make  the  slightest  of  violations. 

How  much  money  did  the  de¬ 
partment  make  last  week  alone 
when  handing  out  $50  tickets  to 
students  clocked  going  4  miles 
per  hour  over  the  ridiculous  20 
mph  speed  limit?  And  why  do  you 
charge  me  $30  every  time  the  col¬ 
or  of  the  $90-sticker  on  my  wind¬ 
shield  doesn’t  match  the  color  des¬ 
ignated  for  the  parking  lot? 

I  already  pay  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  to  go  to  school  here,  so  why  the 
hell  do  I  have  to  pay  another  $90  to 
park  and  another  $30  every  time  I 
park  somewhere  convenient? 

Sometimes  I  think  UPD  is  more 
focused  on  generating  revenue  for 
the  school  than  it  is  on  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  the  students. 

But  hey,  at  least  Grocery  Bin- 
go  was  a  success. 

The  Stroller  has  been  a  tradi¬ 
tion  since  1918  and  does  not  re¬ 
flect  the  views  of  The  Northwest 
Missourian. 


JUSANI  JACKSON  |  NW  MISSOURIAN 

Bailey  White  presents  her  history  day  project  March  1,  in  the  J.W.  Jones  Student  Union.  Students  gave  presenta¬ 
tions  over  various  historical  events  to  help  inform  others. 


History  day  encourages 
competition  in  high  school 


Students  discuss 
influential  women, 
cultural  impacts 


PRIYANKA  PATEL 

Missourian  Reporter  I  @Priyanka_xo_ 

Students  in  middle  and  high 
schools  across  Missouri  competed  in 
National  History  Day,  March  1 ,  at  the 
J.W.  Jones  Student  Union  Ballroom. 

National  History  Day  is  a  non¬ 
profit  organization  based  in  College 
Park,  Maryland,  operating  an  annu¬ 
al  project-based  contest  for  students 
in  sixth  through  12th  grades. 

This  was  part  of  a  regional  con¬ 
test,  where  the  top  three  in  each  cat¬ 
egory  advances  to  the  state  contest, 
then  to  nationals  which  are  being 
held  this  summer  in  Maryland. 

Approximately  200  students 
from  St.  Joseph,  North  Nodaway, 
King  City  and  North  Andrew  par¬ 
ticipated  in  over  10  categories  in¬ 
cluding  papers,  exhibits,  websites, 


documentaries  and  performances, 
focusing  on  the  historical  theme  of 
triumph  and  tragedy. 

High  school  student  Angela 
Gastineau  from  North  Nodaway 
spoke  about  the  inspirations  behind 
her  exhibit. 

“As  I’m  really  into  the  medical 
field,  I  decided  to  incorporate  trage¬ 
dy  by  using  the  American  Civil  Wa¬ 
ter  and  spoke  about  Clara  Barton, 
who  founded  the  Red  Cross  which 
we  still  have  today,”  Gastineau 
said.  “It’s  an  everlasting  triumph  in 
my  eyes,  so  I  saw  that  as  a  good  op¬ 
portunity  to  push  something  that  the 
judges  haven’t  seen  before.” 

Around  the  room,  students 
could  see  each  other’s  work  and 
be  inspired  by  how  they  used  the 
theme  in  different  ways. 


Gastineau  said  she  was  glad  to 
learn  about  the  importance  of  Na¬ 
tional  History  Day. 

“National  History  Day  actually 
brings  out  creativity,  and  you  learn 
in  a  unique  way,  rather  than  sitting 
in  a  classroom,”  Gastineau  said. 
“By  looking  at  all  the  other  exhib¬ 
its,  it  increased  my  knowledge  and 
allowed  me  to  leam  new  things.” 

Madison  Haynes,  a  social  sci¬ 
ence  college  senior,  was  one  of  the 
judges  for  the  event. 

“I  judged  the  Junior  Group  Ex¬ 
hibit  category,  and  it  was  more  dif¬ 
ficult  than  I  originally  anticipated, 
as  the  students  really  impressed  me 
with  their  projects,”  Haynes  said. 

FULL  STORY  ONLINE: 

NWMISSOURINEWS.COM 
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Students  and  staff  discussed  in¬ 
fluential  women  of  various  cultures 
during  the  March  session  of  First 
Friday  Culture  Talks  in  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Involvement  Center  in  B.D. 
Owens  Library. 

A  small  group  of  students  from 
Nepal  and  Curacao  spoke  with  IIC 
staff  about  women  who  they  look 
up  to  in  both  their  home  countries 
and  in  the  U.S.  The  discussion  cen¬ 
tered  around  women,  helping  kick 
off  Women’s  History  Month. 

Sophomore  Dipika  Sharma 
from  Nepal  couldn’t  pinpoint  just 
one  woman  who  impacted  her  life. 

“I  always  looked  up  to  all  wom¬ 
en  that  were  in  my  life,”  Sharma 
said.  “One  way  or  another,  they 
were  just  building  me  up,  and  I 
just  feel  like  everyone  was  influ¬ 
ential  to  me.” 

Abha  Niraula,  a  junior  from 
Nepal,  spoke  about  2012  CNN 
Hero  of  the  Year  Pushpa  Basnet. 
She  built  a  place  to  raise  children 
who  would  otherwise  be  living  in 
jail  with  their  imprisoned  parents. 

“She  went  on  a  trip  to  a  prison 
once,”  Niraula  said.  “She  saw  these 
kids  growing  up  (without)  the  priv¬ 
ileges  kids  outside  had.  She  want¬ 
ed  to  take  care  of  them.  So  after  she 
graduated,  she  went  back,  and  that’s 
what  she  devoted  her  time  to.  Now 
she  lives  in  a  house  with  a  bunch 
of  kids  and  she  raises  them.  It’s  re¬ 
ally  cool.” 

When  the  discussion  turned  to 
female  figures  in  the  U.S.,  students 
mentioned  New  York  Rep.  Alex¬ 
andria  Ocasio-Cortez.  Niraula  ad¬ 
mires  her  actions  as  a  young  con¬ 
gresswoman,  being  29  years  old. 


“I  just  love  how  vocal  she  is 
about  everything,”  Sharma  said. 
“(She’s)  so  inspiring.” 

International  Student  and 
Scholar  Services  Coordinator  Ash¬ 
ley  Henggeler  turned  the  discussion 
to  women’s  roles  when  she  asked 
how  women’s  roles  have  changed. 

Niraula  responded  by  say¬ 
ing  women’s  roles  have  greatly 
changed  from  when  women  only 
stayed  at  home  and  took  care  of 
the  house. 

“I  think  now  a  lot  of  women 
work,”  Niraula  said.  “I  think  social 
roles  are  definitely  changing.  We’re 
not  completely  there  yet,  but  I  think 
women  are  encouraged  to  go  out 
and  work  now  more  than  before.  “ 

Graduate  student  Arpana 
Pokhrel  shared  her  observations  of 
women’s  roles  on  campus. 

“Just  looking  at  our  University, 
I  feel  like  more  women  are  in  (stu¬ 
dent)  leadership  roles  than  men,” 
Pokhrel  said. 

Other  women  that  came  up  in 
the  conversation  were  two  speakers 
that  spoke  on  campus  last  semes¬ 
ter,  Tarana  Burke  and  Julissa  Arce. 
They  addressed  sexual  assault  and 
immigration  reform. 

“I  think  this  time  now  is  just 
very  empowering  because  more 
women  are  speaking  up  about  in¬ 
justices,”  Henggeler  said. 

Niraula  added  that  some  don’t 
recognize  injustices  women  face. 
She  said  talking  to  her  friends  about 
being  touched  inappropriately  by  a 
stranger  in  a  public  place  was  so 
common  it  didn’t  always  process 
as  a  problem. 
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Junior  Erin  Keeney  started  all  46  games  last  season.  As  a  returning  starter  Keeney  has  already  recorded  three  hits  and  two  runs  on  the  season. 


MIAA 

opener 

TUCKER  FRANKLIN 

Assistant  Sports  Editor  I  @thereal_tuckerf 

Northwest  softball 


mond,  Oklahoma,  to 

take  on  Central  Oklahoma  to  open 

up  a  fresh  slate  of  conference 

games. 

The  Bearcats  (3-5)  are  set  to 
take  on  the  Bronchos  (16-1)  March 
7-8  at  the  all-turf  Broncho  Soft- 
ball  Stadium.  Coach  Ryan  Ander¬ 
son  said  with  the  cancellations  and 
distractions  of  the  non-conference 
schedule,  his  team  feels  a  little  dif¬ 
ferent  than  normal. 

“(We  feel)  a  little  lost,”  Anderson 
said.  “We’ve  had  12  games  canceled, 
and  that’s  12  learning  curves  going 
into  the  first  week  of  conference. 
Central  Oklahoma  has  1 8  games  in 
right  now — we  have  eight.” 

Northwest  is  faced  with  a  tough 
task  out  of  the  gates  as  Central 
Oklahoma  sits  atop  the  MIAA 
standings  before  conference  play. 
Not  only  that,  the  Bronchos  have 
played  the  most  total  games  (17)  in 
the  conference  while  the  ‘Cats  have 
played  the  second  least  (8). 

With  such  a  large  experience 
gap  this  year,  junior  infielder  Kaitlyn 
Weis  said  the  team  needs  to  focus  on 
what  it  can  control  in  this  first  series 
and  not  try  to  do  too  much. 

“We’re  just  making  sure  we 
stay  focused  and  stay  within  our¬ 
selves,”  Weis  said.  “We  obvious¬ 
ly  don’t  want  them  to  get  in  our 
minds.  We’re  just  staying  on  top 
of  what  we  need  to  do  and  control 
what  we  can  control.” 

A  fresh  slate  a  game  sits  ahead 


of  Northwest  this  year,  as  every 
team  will  start  conference  play  0-0. 
Anderson  said  he  is  taking  that  atti¬ 
tude  into  the  first  games  in  Edmond. 

“It’s  a  new  season,”  Anderson 
said.  “We  have  the  early  part  of 
the  season  to  get  ready  for  confer¬ 
ence,  to  see  how  people  fit  in  situa¬ 
tions  and  those  types  of  things,  and 
we  missed  a  lot  of  that.  So  now  we 
have  to  speed  up  the  learning  curve. 
Hopefully,  we  are  ready  to  go.” 

The  Bearcats  were  fortunate 
enough  to  play  two  games  March 
1  in  Joplin,  as  Days  2  and  3  of  the 
tournament — -like  the  majority  of 
the  others  Northwest  has  partic¬ 
ipated  in — were  canceled  due  to 
weather. 

In  its  first  action  in  12  days, 
Northwest  faced  a  heavy-hitting 
Cameron  team.  The  ‘Cats  were  able 
to  jump  out  to  a  quick  2-0  lead  in 
the  first,  but  the  Aggies  surged  to 
take  the  lead  in  the  fourth.  North¬ 
west  was  able  to  tie  the  game  go¬ 
ing  into  the  sixth  inning,  but  Cam¬ 


eron  scored  six  in  the  final  inning 
and  took  the  win  9-3. 

This  marks  the  fourth  time  the 
Bearcats  have  allowed  a  comeback 
win  in  the  sixth  inning  or  later.  An¬ 
derson  said  he  wasn’t  sure  what  hap¬ 
pens  to  his  team  in  the  late  innings. 

“Who  knows?”  Anderson  said. 
“(Cameron)  is  a  team  who  has 
played  17  games.  We  actually  had 
to  come  back  to  tie  it.  We  fought 
back  and  tied  it  in  the  sixth  but  they 
were  a  good  hitting  team.” 

Weis  went  l-for-2  against  the 
Aggies,  adding  two  runs  and  two 
RBIs  to  her  already  hot  start  for 
Northwest.  She  explained  she 
thinks  the  reason  these  late-game 
collapses  happen  is  because  of 
complacency. 

“I  think  we  settle  a  little  bit,” 
Weis  said.  “Once  we  get  them 
down,  we’ve  got  to  keep  them 
down  and  keep  that  positive  ener¬ 
gy  up.  Sometimes  you  just  get  com¬ 
fortable  with  where  you’re  at,  and 
there  are  seven  innings,  so  anything 


can  happen  in  that  seven  innings.” 

The  Bearcats  committed  four 
errors  in  the  game  against  Cam¬ 
eron,  two  coming  in  the  final  two 
innings,  a  mark  that  Anderson 
showed  displeasure  with. 

“We  did  make  some  mistakes, 
especially  in  the  seventh  inning,” 
Anderson  said.  “We  had  two  errors 
that  inning  that  hurt  us,  you  know, 
we  helped  them  out.” 

With  cancellations  littering 
Northwest’s  schedule,  errors  and 
mistakes  can  be  expected  as  its  only 
taken  the  field  for  eight  games. 

Weis  said  the  errors  are  a  part 
of  the  game,  and  they  have  to  move 
on  and  help  each  other. 

“There’s  going  to  be  errors  and 
mistakes  that  happen,”  Weis  said. 
“We  just  have  to  make  sure  we  fight 
through  it  and  pick  each  other  up.” 

Game  2  presented  a  different 
storyline  for  the  ‘Cats  as  they  hung 
13  runs  on  the  board  against  Rock- 
hurst,  beating  the  Hawks  13-4  in 
their  final  game  in  Joplin. 

BASKETBALL 

CONTINUED  FROM  A12 

Despite  the  Bearcats  bringing 
home  most  of  the  MIAA’s  top  hon¬ 
ors,  and  despite  just  wrapping  up  a 
perfect  regular  season,  Northwest’s 
focus  remains  on  what’s  next. 

“Coach  Mac  always  preaches, 
‘We  can  always  get  better,”’  Wit- 
thus  said.  “There’s  always  some¬ 
thing  we  can  get  better  at.  There’s 
no  settling  for  anything.  There’s  al¬ 
ways  just  room  for  improvement; 
so  that’s  what  we  do  at  practice 
each  and  every  day.” 

Witthus,  who  transferred  to 
Northwest  from  Minnesota  State 
after  the  2016-17  season,  has  been 
a  focal  point  of  Northwest’s  offense 
this  year,  leading  them  in  scoring 
more  often  than  not. 

“Did  we  need  Joey  to  get  buck¬ 
ets  then?  Yeah,”  McCollum  said  of 
the  regular  season.  “Do  we  need 
him  to  get  them  now?  Yeah.  We  like 
those  all  the  time.” 

After  sweeping  their  way 
through  the  MIAA’s  regular  sea¬ 
son  gantlet  and  sweeping  the  con¬ 
ference’s  award  in  the  process,  the 
Bearcats  head  into  the  postseason 
with  lofty  expectations.  They’re  the 
only  undefeated  team  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  opponents  have  played  up 
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Senior  outfielder  Jaedra  Moses 
went  3-for-3  at  the  dish,  driving  in 
two  runs  and  scoring  three  of  her 
own.  While  sophomore  pitcher  Re¬ 
gan  Thompson  went  the  distance, 
striking  out  six  batters  while  allow¬ 
ing  just  four  runs.  Weis  explained 
it  was  nice  to  see  her  club  produce 
runs  like  she  knew  they  could. 

“It  was  very  refreshing,”  Weis 
said.  “We  were  very  fresh,  so  that 
was  pretty  good.  Just  getting  back 
and  getting  comfortable  with  our¬ 
selves  and  staying  within  ourselves 
is  pretty  important  when  you  have 
a  big  break.” 

to  them  throughout  the  season  and 
for  most  of  the  last  half-decade. 

Touting  the  conference’s  high¬ 
est  honors,  an  unblemished  record 
and  the  nation’s  longest  win  streak, 
one  might  expect  a  certain  degree 
of  pressure  to  surround  Northwest. 

“I  mean,  we’ve  been  what? 
No.  5  in  the  country  (after)  los¬ 
ing  four  starters  and  we’ve  taken 
everybody’s  best  shot  all  season 
long,”  McCollum  said.  “And  Di¬ 
ego  (Bernard)  and  Trevor  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  replace  Justin  Pitts,  and 
the  other  guys  are  expected  to  be 
leaders  and  carry  on  all  this  tradi¬ 
tion  . . .  Then  you’ve  got  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  go  19-0  and  20-whatever- 
and-0  we  are.” 

McCollum  said  that  for  the 
Bearcats,  the  pressure  is  the  norm. 
It’s  what  they’ve  faced  all  year. 

“We’ve  faced  enough  pressure 
that  if  pressure,  at  this  point,  affects 
us,  we’ve  got  bigger  problems,” 
McCollum  said.  “I  think  we  should 
be  OK  in  regards  to  pressure.” 
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Northwest  vs  Emporia  State 
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Freshman  guard  Trevor  Hudgins  became  the  sixth  Bearcat  to  win  MIAA  Freshman  of  the  Year  March  5,  after 
averaging  18.4  points  per  game  in  his  first  collegiate  season. 
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Transfer  off  to  quick  start 
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TRENT  SPINNER 

Chief  Sports  Reporter  I  @trentspinner 

As  last  year’s  recruiting  season 
began,  coach  Darin  Loe  searched 
his  collection  of  profiles  thorough¬ 
ly  to  find  the  right  fit  for  his  offense. 
In  his  portfolios,  Loe  had  a  num¬ 
ber  of  community  colleges  that  he 
showed  preference  to  when  he  hit 
the  recruiting  trail. 

North  Central  Missouri  Col¬ 
lege,  located  in  Trenton,  Missouri, 
was  just  another  one  of  those 
schools.  The  Pirates  have  pro¬ 
duced  former  and  current  Bearcats 
from  2017  ace  Anthony  Caenepeel 
to  outfielder  Derek  Hussey. 

So  as  Loe  opened  up  his  book 
of  preferences,  he  stumbled  across 
a  video  of  a  high-powered  offen¬ 
sive  weapon  that  strived  on  his 
ability  to  get  on  base.  Immediately, 
Loe  found  what  he  had  been  look¬ 
ing  for  in  a  first  baseman  when  he 
happened  upon  the  video  of  now  ju¬ 
nior  Connor  Quick. 

Now  a  year  after  his  discovery, 
Quick  is  making  waves  and  filling 
the  hole  that  was  left  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  lineup  after  the  program 
graduated  its  latest  senior  class. 
Quick’s  story  is  headlined  by  hard 
work  and  determination  put  into 
motion  by  the  luck  of  Loe  finding 
his  college  tapes. 

Quick’s  story  began  a  little  lat¬ 
er  than  normal  stories,  as  he  start¬ 
ed  his  adventure  in  baseball  at  the 
elementary  school  level.  During 
an  age  where  children  begin  find¬ 
ing  childhood  romances,  he  found 
love  in  the  form  of  baseball. 

“My  whole  family  is  all  about 
baseball.  I  have  an  older  brother 
that  played  baseball  his  whole  life, 


so  it’s  kind  of  just  a  given  that  I  play 
baseball,”  Quick  said.  “Especially 
being  from  St.  Louis  which  is  such 
a  big  baseball  city.” 

As  a  student  of  the  game,  he  be¬ 
gan  his  quest  for  something  special 
in  his  high  school  years.  Baseball 
came  easily  to  him;  it  was  some¬ 
thing  that  was  natural.  He  lived  and 
breathed  baseball  and  succeeded 
with  it  as  he  was  named  to  the  first 
team  all-district  at  Rockwood  Sum¬ 


mit  High  School. 

His  success  on  the  diamond  in 
Fenton,  Missouri,  only  pushed  him 
toward  a  new  setting  at  North  Cen¬ 
tral.  There,  he  impressed  and  domi¬ 
nated  opposing  coaches  while  put¬ 
ting  together  a  jaw-dropping  soph¬ 
omore  year  for  the  Pirates.  During 
his  53  games,  he  compiled  a  .458 
batting  average,  and  to  add  to  the 
wow  factor,  he  provided  47  RBIs. 

“He’s  always  been  a  great  hitter, 


and  that’s  why  we  recruited  him,” 
Loe  said.  “We  felt  like  he  was  a  guy 
that  could  hit  in  the  middle  of  our 
lineup,  just  a  guy  that  has  a  great 
eye  for  the  strike  zone  and  knows 
the  pitch  he  wants.  When  he  gets  the 
pitch  he  wants,  then  he’s  got  such 
great  hands,  that  allows  him  to  have 
a  short  compact  swing.” 

FULL  STORY  ONLINE: 
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Baseball  sweeps 
Oklahoma  series 
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The  defending 
MIAA  champions 
faced  off  against  their  roWjl 
co-champion  counter- 
parts  in  a  battle  that  left  North¬ 
west  baseball  disappointed. 

Central  Oklahoma  (10-5,  3-3 
MIAA)  and  the  Bearcats  (6-10, 2-3 
MIAA)  took  to  the  field  this  week¬ 
end  for  the  first  time  since  sharing 
the  conference  championship,  and 
in  that,  the  Bronchos  showcased 
their  talents. 

When  Northwest  traveled  to 
Edmond,  Oklahoma,  to  go  against 
the  co-champions  of  the  MIAA  last 
year,  they  hoped  for  a  chance  to 
claim  the  title  of  best  in  the  confer¬ 
ence.  Central  Oklahoma  had  no  in¬ 
tention  of  allowing  the  Bearcats  to 
claim  that  title  as  it  dominated  the 
three-game  series. 

While  the  pitching  staff  may 
have  found  momentum,  the  defense 
faltered  and  the  offensive  strengths 
fell  through.  After  the  first  day  be¬ 
ing  a  doubleheader,  Central  Okla¬ 
homa  took  game  one  (10-0)  and 
two  (3-1)  with  ease.  The  third  game 
only  followed  the  trend,  forcing  a 
rough  series  ender  (7-0)  and  a  dis¬ 
appointing  ride  home. 

“There  is  such  parity  in  the 
MIAA,  if  you  are  a  little  off  then 
it’s  going  to  be  a  long  weekend  for 
you,”  coach  Darin  Loe  said.  “We 
were  just  a  little  off  that  day...  we 
had  a  doubleheader  that  day  and 
got  beat  twice,  and  then  the  third 
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day  we  couldn’t  get  anything  go¬ 
ing  either.” 

For  Northwest,  it  has  been 
tough  to  initiate  a  connection  be¬ 
tween  the  three  elements  of  the 
game  for  an  entire  series. 

“We  are  working  hard  to  put  all 
three  aspects  of  the  game  together 
each  day  at  practice,”  senior  catcher 
Jay  Hrdlicka  said.  “Once  the  pitch¬ 
ing,  hitting  and  defense  really  start 
to  click  and  everybody  takes  care 
of  their  role,  we  will  be  a  difficult 
team  to  beat.” 

Even  with  an  unfavorable  start 
to  the  season,  progress  has  been  ev¬ 
ident  as  the  pitching  staff  is  starting 
to  find  its  identity. 

During  the  series,  the  North¬ 
west  pitching  staff  allowed  just  13 
earned  runs  on  the  20  runs  scored. 
Along  with  that,  the  starting  pitch¬ 
ing  staff  allowed  a  little  over  three 
runs  each  game  with  an  average  of 
at  least  five  innings  pitched. 

Those  numbers  aren’t  exact¬ 
ly  Cy  Young  levels  but  show  im¬ 
provement  to  a  staff  that  has  al¬ 
lowed  around  seven  runs  per  game. 

FULL  STORY  ONLINE: 

NWMISSOURINEWS.COM 
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Senior  shortstop  Logan  Rycraft  has  proved  to  be  a  solid  defender  for  North¬ 
west,  touting  a  .908  fielding  percentage  on  the  season. 


Bearcats 
ready  for 
opening 
stretch 


JACOB  COOK 

Missourian  Reporter  I  @jacobcook16 
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The  Northwest  golf 
team  is  looking  to  add 
on  from  the  fall  sea¬ 
son  after  finishing  10th 
in  the  Central  Region  Preview,  as 
well  as  8th  overall  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  for  last  year. 

The  Bearcats  traveled  to  Musk¬ 
ogee,  Oklahoma,  to  take  part  in  the 
NCAA  Division  II  Central  Region 
Preview  to  start  the  spring  sea¬ 
son.  Taking  part  in  this  tournament 
helps  the  teams  involved,  as  it  will 
be  the  course  that  the  NCAA  Re¬ 
gional  Championship  will  be  held 
this  spring. 

Northwest  started  the  fall  sea¬ 
son  with  sophomore  Anna  Zech  in 
the  top-20  of  the  tournament.  Zech 
is  one  of  Northwest’s  top  golfers, 
and  she  finished  19th  at  the  tour¬ 
ney  after  shooting  153  in  the  two- 
day  tournament. 

Coach  Andy  Peterson  spoke 
about  how  he  expects  his  team  to 
play  during  the  spring  season  after 
competing  in  the  fall  tournament. 

“We  just  don’t  have  the  swings 
in  yet  and  confidence  that  comes 
with  it,”  Peterson  said.  “It’s  going 
to  be  a  very  mental  spring  for  us  to 
stay  locked  in  and  in  the  moment 
of  competing.” 

Peterson  is  helping  his  team 
get  prepared  for  the  spring  season 
while  trying  to  manage  another  job 
away  from  being  the  head  coach. 
Peterson  took  over  the  Athletic  Di¬ 
rector  position  April  2018  after  Mel 
Tjeerdsma  retired. 

Peterson  said  this  is  a  major 
role  for  him,  as  he  has  another  big 
responsibility  being  the  girl’s  golf 
coach. 

“I  was  very  honest  with  them 
about  my  goals,  and  they’ve  sup¬ 
ported  me  and  this  journey  from 
the  start,”  Peterson  said.  “It  would 
be  very  hard  to  be  an  athlete  and  do 
what  they  do  without  a  coach  there 
at  every  practice  and  workout,  but 
they  act  like  professionals  and  have 
handled  it.” 

Having  two  seasons  is  almost 
like  playing  golf  year-round.  You 
are  either  playing  competitively  or 
you  are  practicing  for  the  next  sea¬ 
son.  With  being  able  to  play  dur¬ 
ing  both  the  fall  and  the  spring, 
college  teams  are  able  to  keep  its 
game  going  and  not  have  a  true 
“off-season.” 

Teams  like  Northwest  are  able 
to  see  how  they  compete  in  the  fall 
and  make  adjustments  to  how  they 
handle  the  spring  season.  Peterson 
said  having  a  fall  season  is  benefi¬ 
cial  to  every  college  team. 

“At  that  time  of  the  year,  the 
women  are  at  the  top  of  their  games 
after  playing  all  spring,  summer, 
and  fall,  so  they  are  clicking,”  Pe¬ 
terson  said. 


FULL  STORY  ONLINE: 

NWMISSOURINEWS.COM 


UP  NEXT 


Diffee  Ford  Lincoln  Invitational 

March  11-12 
Edmond,  Okla. 


NORTHWEST  MEN'S  BASKETBALL 


2019  MIAA  Mens  Basketball  Tournament 
No.  1  NORTHWEST 


March  7  @  Noon 

No.  8  Emporia  St. 


No.  4  Fort  Hays  St. 

March  8  @  Noon 

No.  5  Lincoln 


No.  3  Missouri  Southern, 

March  7  @  2:15  p.m. 

No.  6  Pittsburg  State 


No.  2  Washburn 


March  9 
Noon 


March  10 
1  p.m. 


MIAA 

CHAMPION 


March  9 
2:15  p.m. 


March  8  @  2:15  p.m.  _ | 

No.  10  Southwest  Baptist 

*AII  games  held  at  Municipal  Auditorium  in  Kansas  City 


NW  BASEBALL  ■  NW  SOFTBALL 


MIAA  Standings 


Overall  MIAA 

Central  Missouri . 

. 11-5 

5-1 

Missouri  Western . 

. 7-6 

5-1 

Missouri  Southern... 

. 11-6 

4-2 

Southwest  Baptist... 

. 9-6 

4-2 

Emporia  State . 

. 6-6 

4-2 

Washburn . 

. 8-7 

3-2 

Central  Oklahoma... 

. 9-5 

2-3 

Pittsburg  State . 

. 8-7 

2-3 

NORTHWEST. . 

. 6-9 

2-3 

Lindenwood . 

. 6-10 

2-4 

Northeastern  State.. 

. 2-15 

1-5 

Fort  Hays  State . 

. 0-14 

0-6 

MIAA  Standings 

Overall 


Central  Oklahoma . 16-1 

Lindenwood . 6-2 

Fort  Hays  State . 7-4 

Missouri  Western . 10-7 

Central  Missouri . 8-6 

Northeastern  State . 8-9 

Pittsburg  State . 7-8 

Missouri  Southern . 4-5 

Washburn . 7-9 

NORTHWEST. . 3-5 

Emporia  State . 2-9 

Nebraska  Kearney. . 1-6 

Lincoln . 1-9 

Southwest  Baptist . 1-12 
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Track  and  field  sends  seven  to  nationals 


ANDREW  WEGLEY  |  NW  MISSOURIAN 


Junior  Karim  Achengli  is  one  of  seven  athletes  competing  for  Northwest  at  the  NCAA  Indoor  Championships.  Acheng- 
li  qualified  for  the  5,000-meter  run  and  is  ranked  12th  for  the  meet. 


ANDREW  WEGLEY 

Sports  Editor  I  @andrew_wegley21 

Northwest  in¬ 
door  track  and  field 
will  send  seven  ath¬ 
letes  to  Pittsburg,  Kan¬ 
sas,  for  the  NCAA  Di¬ 
vision  II  Indoor  Championships 
March  8-9  on  the  heels  of  one  of 
the  most  successful  MIAA  meets 
in  recent  history. 

Competing  in  their  own  back¬ 
yard  at  Hughes  Fieldhouse  Feb.  22- 
24  for  the  MIAA  Championships, 
the  Bearcats  surprised  much  of  the 
conference  with  a  second-place  fin¬ 
ish  for  the  men’s  team  and  a  sixth- 
place  finish  for  the  women. 

Now,  seven  standouts  will  turn 
their  attention  to  the  national  meet. 
The  group,  which  includes  five 
members  of  the  men’s  team  and  two 
of  the  women’s  squad,  is  highlight¬ 
ed  by  freshman  sprinter  Omar  Aus¬ 
tin  and  senior  athlete  Kevin  Schultz. 

“We’re  prepared,”  coach  Bran¬ 
don  Masters  said.  “The  men  are  go¬ 
ing  to  score  a  lot  of  points.  I’m  ex¬ 
cited  to  see  where  we  end  up.” 

In  the  week  leading  up  to  na¬ 
tionals,  the  United  States  Track  and 
Field  and  Cross  Country  Coach¬ 
es  Association  named  Austin  the 
Central  Region  Indoor  Track  Ath¬ 
lete  of  the  Year,  while  Schultz  won 
the  region’s  Field  Athlete  of  the 
Year  award. 

The  duo  fared  well  at  the  MIAA 
Championships,  where  Schultz 
won  the  men’s  high  jump,  men’s 
heptathlon  and  was  a  part  of  the 
men’s  first-place  4-X-400  relay 
team.  Schultz  will  compete  in  all 
three  events  at  nationals. 

Austin,  who  anchored  the  men’s 
4-X-400  all  season,  will  compete 
in  the  relay  as  well  as  the  men’s 
200-meter  and  400-meter  races. 

“It’s  not  common  that  you  see 
that  happen,”  Masters  said  of  the 
Schultz  and  Austin  sweeping  the 
USTFCCCA  awards.  “It’s  a  big 
award.  We  have  a  very  powerful 
region,  one  of  the  best  conferences 
in  the  country...  it’s  pretty  amaz¬ 
ing.  The  boys  have  done  well.  They 
deserved  it.” 

Along  with  Schultz  and  Austin, 
juniors  Marcus  Klein  and  Karim 


UP  NEXT 


NCAA  Dll  Indoor  Nationals 

March  8-9 
Pittsburg,  Kan. 


Achengli  and  sophomore  Caelon 
Harkey  will  represent  the  men’s 
team  at  nationals.  Klein  will  run 
the  first  leg  in  the  4-X-400  relay  and 
participate  in  the  long  jump,  while 
Achengli  will  run  the  5,000-meter 
race.  Harkey  will  run  the  second  leg 
of  the  men’s  4-X-400  relay. 

On  the  women’s  team,  junior 
Mercedes  Isaacson-Cover  will 
compete  in  the  triple  jump  and  long 
jump  while  junior  Jordan  Ham¬ 
mond  will  compete  in  the  pentath¬ 
lon  and  60-meter  hurdles. 

For  Schultz,  this  trip  to  nation¬ 
als  will  represent  the  last  chance  to 
compete  in  indoor  track  at  the  col¬ 
legiate  level.  For  Austin,  this  meet 
is,  in  some  ways,  just  the  beginning. 

“I  feel  like  this  is  just  the  start 
of  my  freshman  year,”  Austin  said. 
“I  still  got  nationals;  I  can  see  what 

I  can  do  there.  I  still  got  outdoor 
season.  I  feel  like  outdoor  sea¬ 
son  is  going  to  be  the  best  season; 
that’s  when  you  (should)  make  sure 
y’all  look  at  me.  Outdoor  season  is 
where  I’m  going  to  really  turn  up.” 

Austin,  who  holds  the  ninth- 
fastest  400-meter  time  in  Division 

II  history  at  46.49,  said  this  indoor 
season  has  just  been  a  preview  into 
his  capabilities. 

“I  feel  like  this  is  a  great  start 
freshman  year,”  Austin  said.  “I  feel 
like  by  the  end  of  my  senior  year  I 
should  be  in  the  Olympics  for  sure.” 

As  the  seven  athletes  wrap  up 
Northwest’s  indoor  season,  Mas¬ 
ters  said  the  group  is  completely 
focused  on  results.  Time  and  splits, 
Masters  said,  don’t  matter  in  the  fi¬ 
nal  meet  of  the  year,  just  the  team’s 
ability  to  compete. 

“The  biggest  expectation  is 
to  compete  well  and  finish  better 
than  (each)  ranking,”  Masters  said. 
“Nothing  matters  other  than  places 
at  this  point.  This  is  the  end.  This 
is  the  championship.” 


Bearcats  weather 
dreary  weekend 


GEORDON  GUMM 

Missourian  Reporter  I  @geordon97gumm 


Northwest  tennis  is  A  AA 
coming  off  of  a  pair  of  qtNQ 
tough  losses  against  two 
nationally  ranked  op¬ 
ponents  in  Springfield,  Missouri, 
March  1-2.  The  Bearcats’  trip  was 
unsuccessful,  as  they  were  swept 
in  three  of  the  four  duals  played. 

The  men’s  team  dropped  both 
duals  with  a  score  of  7-0  against 
No.  22  Drury  and  No.  9  Indianap¬ 
olis,  while  the  women  lost  to  Drury 
5-2  and  7-0  to  No.  1  Indianapolis. 

Coach  Mark  Rosewell  did  not 
shy  away  from  the  team’s  poor  out¬ 
ing  but  also  found  areas  to  improve 
upon  in  the  team’s  struggles. 

“Unfortunately,  we  were  not 
very  successful  this  weekend,” 
Rosewell  said.  “The  good  thing 
is  we  have  an  opportunity  to  fix 
things,  being  this  early  in  the  sea¬ 
son.  You  also  need  to  keep  in  mind 
that  both  of  those  programs  are  very 
successful  and  well  coached.” 

Rosewell  mentioned  the  pres¬ 
tige  of  both  programs  and  how  they 
presented  a  challenge  going  into  the 
weekend. 

“There  really  is  not  much  to 
it,  we  just  got  our  tails  kicked,” 


UP  NEXT 


Northwest  vs 
Oklahoma  Baptist 

10  a.m.  March  8 
Maryville 

Northwest  vs  Newman 

11  a.m.  March  9 
Maryville 


Rosewell  said.  “Those  are  some 
tough  teams  to  play  this  early  in  the 
year,  considering  three  of  them  were 
ranked  nationally  among  Division  II 
coming  into  the  duals.” 

These  duals  reflect  what  North¬ 
west  is  trying  to  change  about  their 
culture  this  spring  by  gaining  expe¬ 
rience  through  their  play.  Both  pro¬ 
grams  have  competed  in  at  least  six 
more  duels  so  far  this  season.  It  ap¬ 
pears  the  Bearcats  may  still  be  at¬ 
tempting  to  shake  off  some  rust  from 
the  offseason  having  only  played  in 
three  duals  at  this  point  in  the  year. 

With  a  loaded  schedule  ap¬ 
proaching  Northwest,  there  is  no 
time  to  waste. 

Rosewell  said  he  still  feels  his 
teams  have  plenty  of  room  to  grow 


FILE  PHOTO  |  NW  MISSOURIAN 

Freshman  Julia  Aliseda  defeated  Maryville  University  opponent  Georgina  Cupper  6-3  and  6-1  Feb.  22,  in  Red  Oak,  Iowa. 


with  the  season  just  starting.  He 
emphasized  the  importance  of  his 
players  taking  those  losses  and 
growing  from  them.  With  just  two 
seniors  on  the  men’s  team  and  none 
on  the  women’s,  there  is  a  lack  of 
experience  as  a  result. 

“We  are  still  a  very  young  team 
that  is  a  majority  of  underclass¬ 
men,”  Rosewell  said.  “Being  young 


is  not  a  negative;  it  just  gives  you 
more  opportunities  to  learn  from 
those  mistakes  and  correct  them.” 

Rosewell  believes  his  team  is 
headed  in  the  right  direction.  There 
is  some  work  that  needs  to  be  done, 
but  Rosewell  has  been  pleased  with 
the  strides  the  athletes  have  taken 
since  last  season. 

“The  best  way  to  gain  experi¬ 


ence  is  the  amount  of  time  you  put 
in,”  Rosewell  said.  “It  is  those  little 
things,  just  continuing  to  get  different 
looks  or  practicing  a  certain  point  of 
your  game  to  improve  upon.” 

The  Bearcats  will  look  to  gain 
that  experience  throughout  the  sea¬ 
son  and  keep  building  upon  their 
mistakes  to  better  prepare  them¬ 
selves  for  a  shot  at  the  postseason. 


Women  end  painful  season  with  road  triumph 


m 


TUCKER  QUINN 

Chief  Reporter  I  @Tuck_Quinn 

After  closing  out  the 
2018-19  campaign  with 
a  win  over  MIAA  con¬ 
ference-rival  Washburn, 

Northwest  women’s  basketball  en¬ 
ters  the  offseason  on  a  high  note 
with  the  goal  of  improvement. 

Entering  the  matchup  with  the 
Bearcats  (8-20,  4-15  MIAA)  Feb. 
28,  Washburn  came  in  at  No.  4  in 
the  conference  standings,  hoping  to 
enter  the  MIAA  tournament  with  a 
win  over  Northwest. 

The  Bearcats  surged  early, 
jumping  out  to  a  13-0  lead  over 
the  Ichabods,  finishing  the  first 
quarter  with  a  commanding  16-4 


lead.  Scoring  another  16  points  in 
the  second  quarter,  Northwest  held 
a  32-21  lead  going  into  the  half. 

As  the  possession  arrow  faced 
Washburn  to  begin  the  second  half, 
the  Ichabods  came  out  of  the  lock¬ 
er  room  and  began  to  claw  back  at 
the  Bearcats’  lead,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  third,  Northwest  held  a  minis¬ 
cule  two-point  lead,  49-47. 

During  the  fourth  quarter,  the 
Bearcats  were  helped  by  sopho¬ 
more  guard  Mallory  McConkey, 
who  led  the  team  with  a  career- 
high  23  points  on  8-of-10  shoot¬ 
ing.  McConkey  nailed  the  go-ahead 
shot  off  the  glass  with  38  seconds 
remaining  to  win  the  game  72-70. 

“We  have  struggled  with  con¬ 
fidence  at  times  and  making  our 


shots,  so  when  we  can  go  into  their 
place  and  win  a  game,  it  turns  into 
a  confidence  booster,”  coach  Aus¬ 
tin  Meyer  said.  “Hopefully,  we  can 
carry  it  through  the  offseason  and 
into  next  year.” 

With  the  victory  ending  the  reg¬ 
ular  season,  Northwest  snapped  a 
10-game  losing  streak  while  also 
erasing  a  winning- drought  stretch¬ 
ing  16  games  in  Topeka,  Kansas, 
dating  back  to  1985. 

Other  notable  standouts  for 
Northwest  included  junior  guard 
Kendey  Eaton,  who  scored  20 
points.  Eaton  went  2-for-2  from  the 
charity  stripe  to  increase  her  free 
throw  percentage  to  93.5,  a  new  in¬ 
dividual  season  record  for  North¬ 
west.  Sophomore  guard  Kylie  Cole¬ 


man  also  contributed  10. 

The  Bearcats  finished  the  game 
against  Washburn  shooting  11-of- 
12  from  the  free  throw  line,  solidi¬ 
fying  Northwest  in  the  No.  1  over¬ 
all  spot  in  free  throw  percentage  as 
a  team  in  Division  II  women’s  bas¬ 
ketball.  Northwest  averaged  80.9 
percent  on  the  season. 

For  seniors  Mallory  McAn- 
drews,  Kaylani  Maiava  and  Maria 
Dentlinger,  closing  the  yearbook 
as  Bearcats  with  a  triumph  over 
a  notable  Washburn  squad  helped 
boost  the  program’s  morale  into 
the  future. 

“In  the  locker  room  at  halftime, 
Meyer  reminded  us  that  we  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  lose,  but  that  we  still  had  the 
opportunity  to  end  on  a  great  note 


and  better  the  program,”  McAndrews 
said.  “In  the  second  half,  we  played 
together,  had  confidence  and  just  en¬ 
joyed  the  game  we  love.” 

Looking  forward,  Northwest 
looks  to  improve  fundamentals 
during  offseason  workouts  and  be 
ready  to  compete  in  the  gantlet  that 
is  the  MIAA  during  the  2019-20 
season.  Meyer  has  made  an  effort 
to  bring  in  signees  to  be  a  part  of  the 
next  chapter  of  the  women’s  basket¬ 
ball  program  with  success  in  mind. 

“We  are  going  to  bring  in  a  lot 
of  new  kids  to  add  to  the  talent¬ 
ed  athletes  already  on  our  roster,” 
Meyer  said.  “I  am  extremely  excit¬ 
ed  to  move  forward  and  think  about 
the  future  of  this  program.” 
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Freshman  guard  Diego  Bernard  earned  a  spot  on  the  MI  A  A  All-Defensive  team  and  is  averaging  5.1  rebounds  per  game  in  conference  play. 
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'Cats  enter  conference  tourney  on  heels  of  MIAA  sweep 


Northwest  men’s  basketball  swept  the  MIAA  regular  season  honors  March  5,  as  (from  left  to  right)  senior  Joey  Witthus  won  MIAA  Player  of  the  Year,  freshman  Trevor  Hudgins  won  MIAA  Fresh¬ 
man  of  the  year,  sophomore  Ryan  Hawkins  won  MIAA  Defensive  Player  of  the  Year  and  Ben  McCollum  won  MIAA  Coach  of  the  Year. 


ANDREW  WEGLEY 

Sports  Editor  I  @andrew_wegley21 


u 


After  fighting  its 
way  to  a  perfect  reg¬ 
ular  season,  North¬ 
west  men’s  basketball 
is  entering  a  different 
realm  of  play. 

The  Bearcats  (29-0,  19-0 
MIAA),  ranked  No.  1  in  the  na¬ 
tion,  will  ride  the  top  seed  into  the 
MIAA  tournament  with  their  regu¬ 
lar  season  accomplishments  in  the 
rearview.  The  seeding  has  afforded 
Northwest  an  immediate  trip  to  the 
quarterfinals,  where  the  team  will 
square  off  against  Em¬ 
poria  State. 

What  Northwest 
accomplished  over  its 
stretch  of  29  consec¬ 
utive  wins  is  nothing 
short  of  remarkable. 

The  Bearcats  played 
in  just  five  games  de¬ 
cided  by  single-digits 
and  ended  their  season 
with  an  average  mar¬ 
gin  of  victory  of  22.4 
points  per  game  while 
building  the  nation’s 
best  record. 

But  for  Northwest, 
none  of  that  matters 
as  the  team  begins  its  postseason 
slate.  The  Bearcats  fully  intend  to 
win  the  MIAA  tournament — even 
though  they’ll  likely  host  the  cen¬ 
tral  region  in  the  NCAA  Division 
II  tournament  regardless — so  much 
so  that  coach  Ben  McCollum  dis¬ 
missed  the  thought  of  using  the  ear¬ 
ly  rounds  of  the  MIAA  slate  to  rest 
his  players. 

“It’s  postseason:  you’ve  got  to 
win  the  game,”  McCollum  said. 
“(In  the)  first  game,  if  we’ve  got  to 
play  who  we’ve  got  to  play  for  40 
minutes,  then  that’s  what  they’re 
going  to  do.  (Northwest’s  players) 
are  just  going  to  have  to  man-up 
through  it  (and)  be  a  little  bit  tired. 
We’ll  be  alright.” 

With  the  start  of  postseason 
play  comes  an  entirely  different 
atmosphere  and  schedule  for  the 


Bearcats,  and  with  those,  an  in¬ 
creased  focus  on  winning.  North¬ 
west’s  first  matchup  will  take  place 
at  noon  Feb.  7,  under  the  bright 
lights  at  Municipal  Auditorium  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

For  Northwest,  though,  the 
nontraditional  tip-off  time  is  where 
the  differences  stop.  The  Bearcats 
plan  to  attack  the  game  with  the 
same  energy  and  preparation  that 
has  already  yielded  29  wins  this 
season. 

“We  put  so  much  emphasis  on 
each  game  and  being  ready  and  be¬ 


We’ve  faced  enough 
pressure  that  if 
pressure,  at  this  point, 
affects  us,  we’ve  got 
bigger  problems.” 

-Coach  Ben  McCollum 


ing  consistent  that  it  doesn’t  change 
for  us,”  McCollum  said.  “We’ll  be 
just  as  ready  as  we  always  are.” 

The  Bearcats  won’t  prepare  any 
differently  for  their  imminent  run 
through  the  MIAA  tournament,  nor 
will  they  kick  their  play  into  some 
higher  form.  Instead,  the  team  plans 
on  doing  what  it’s  been  doing. 

McCollum  said  the  most  effec¬ 
tive  way  to  prepare  for  postseason 
play  is  to  just  play  well  throughout. 

“Having  a  good  preseason,  ear- 
ly-season,  mid-season  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  season,  is  kind  of  my 
thoughts,”  McCollum  said.  “If  you 
try  to  now  prepare  and  try  to  get 
yourself  to  where  you  can  be  ready 
every  day,  it’s  impossible.  I  think 
the  reason  you’re  ready  every  sin¬ 
gle  day  is  for  those  tournament  set- 
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tings  where  you  have  to  be  ready 
and  you  have  to  win  games.” 

The  Bearcats’  consistency  has 
brought  them  to  where  they  are 
now. 

Northwest  has  racked  up  its 
numerous  accom¬ 
plishments  despite 
possessing  a  start¬ 
ing  lineup  with  four 
new  starters,  in¬ 
cluding  two  fresh¬ 
man  guards. North¬ 
west  added  another 
round  of  accolades 
March  5,  when  the 
MIAA  announced  its 
annual  awards.  Se¬ 
nior  swingman  Joey 
Witthus  took  home 
MIAA  Player  of  the 
Year,  while  fresh¬ 
man  guard  Trevor 
Hudgins  grabbed  the 
conference’s  MIAA 
Freshman  of  the  Year  award. 

Sophomore  Ryan  Hawkins  won 
the  conference  MIAA  Defensive 
Player  of  the  Year  award,  and  Mc¬ 
Collum  won  his  fifth  MIAA  Coach 
of  the  Year  award. 

The  awards  and  the  season  as 
a  whole  have  served  as  a  testament 
to  the  program’s  culture.  In  a  year 
in  which  the  Bearcats  were  picked 
to  finish  second  in  the  conference 
by  the  preseason  media  poll,  they 
didn’t  lose  a  game. 

Witthus  winning  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  highest  honor  marked  the 
fourth  consecutive  time  a  Bearcat 
has  brought  home  the  award  after 
Justin  Pitts  won  it  three  seasons  in 
a  row  from  2016-2018. 


SEE  BASKETBALL  I  A9 


